
Skene Parish Church - Service Sheet – Monday 18th January 2021 
 
This week our Presbytery meets to discuss a new 
Presbytery Plan.  This will have an impact on our parish 
and all those in Gordon.  Please pray for a productive 
meeting and wisdom on the steps to take from here.  
The challenges that the Church of Scotland faces 
nationally and locally are significant.  But we believe in a 
God who is with us and who can establish the work of 
our hands.  Pray that we would be able to trust in Him as 
we move forward.   
 

Opening Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy 
name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, 
for thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory, forever … Amen. 

 
Call to Worship – Psalm 128 
Blessed are all who fear the LORD, 
    who walk in obedience to him. 

Why not take time now to listen to the hymn listed 
for today or take out your hymnbook and read/sing 
the words?  The music is available on our church 
website.   

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

512 To God be 
the glory 

198 Let us build 
a house 

236 March on my 
soul with 
strength 

234 ‘Tis winter 
now 

237 Look forward 
in faith 

You may want to listen to Amanda Cook You make me brave 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Hi-VMxT6fc) 

Or Kevin Winebarger | Courage [LYRIC VIDEO] - YouTube 

God’s Word – Psalm 127 

Unless the LORD builds the house, 
    the builders labour in vain. 
Unless the LORD watches over the city, 
    the guards stand watch in vain. 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Psalm 126 Psalm 127 Psalm 128 Psalm 129 Psalm 132 

 
 

New International Version (NIV) Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright 

©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved 
worldwide. 

 

Giving during this season 
We are thankful for all those who give on 
regular basis to the church (by standing 

order, by cheque, by FWO and in the open 
plate) and those who gift aid their giving.  It is 
only through the generosity of our members 
that we are able to serve God in our parish. 

 
If you would like to give in a different way 
during this season, then here are some 

options: 
 

1) Convert your FWO offering to a standing 
order.  There is a DONATE NOW button on 

the church website. 
2) Continue to fill your FWO envelopes and 
we'll receive them once the restrictions are 

eased. 
3) Text Donations - for a one-off donation 

you can find instructions at  
http://www.skeneparish.com/stewardship-

season.html  
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Reflection on Psalm 126 – Callum Ross 

‘It seemed like a dream, too good to be true, 
when GOD returned Zion’s exiles. We laughed, we sang, we 
couldn’t believe our good fortune.’  

This is how the Message translation opens Psalm 126. As we 
look back on 2020 it might feel like we have forgotten what it 
feels like to dream, to sing or even to laugh. But this Psalm 
reminds us that God has done great things to cause us to 
laugh, sing and, even dance in the past and he will do so 
again. 

The Psalmist paints a picture of the nation of Israel as being filled with joy looking back at all that 

God had done for them, before switching to a time of petition. We join together with the cries to 

restore our fortunes in this new year. Using the example of the hardship of farming the picture is 

painted of the toil and tears before the joy of the harvest. The year that is gone certainly was a 

time of sowing in tears, but what joy will come when we see the harvest that he is preparing for us 

in the months to come. The Psalm reminds us that all things are possible with God, even bringing 

torrents of water to turn a desert like area (the Negev) into bountiful meadow. We just have to be 

brave enough to dream once more  

One question for us all comes out of this Psalm: What do we hope to harvest this coming year, 

and have we brought it to God yet?  

Proverbs 16:3 reminds us to make sure we commit our plans to God so that they can be 

successful. When we look back this time next year it is my earnest prayer for us all that, like the 

Psalmist we can say, “The Lord has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy.” In doing 

so we should rightly respond with the words of the great Crosby Hymn: 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear his voice! 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice! 

O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 

and give him the glory, great things he hath done. 

Prayer 

Holy Loving God, we lift to you our hopes and plans for this new year.  

Where it is Your will, let them come to fruition. 

Fill us a new with Your hope and joy, and find in us a response of thanksgiving, through song, 

dancing and laughter. Let us be like David dancing, undignified before your Ark, and may those 

looking on know that our joy comes from you 

Amen   

Benediction – Psalm 128 
May the LORD bless you from Zion; 
    may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem 
    all the days of your life. 
6 May you live to see your children’s children— 
    peace be on Israel. 

 


