
Skene Parish Church - Service Sheet – Monday 4th to Friday 29th July 

Opening Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, for thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory, forever … Amen. 
 

Call to Worship – Psalm 95 

Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout 

aloud to the Rock of our salvation.  Let us come 

before him with thanksgiving and extol him with 

music and song. 

 

 Monday 4th  Tuesday 5th  Wednesday 6th  Thursday 7th   Friday 8th  

336 Christ is our 
light! 

509 Jesus calls 
us 

600 Spirit of God 512 To God be 
the glory 

625 O thou who 
camest from above 

For God so loved the world by Seeds Family Worship - https://youtu.be/yoML0gCZHzU  
Holy, holy, holy by Emu Music - https://youtu.be/p8DImFFHvYM  

 Monday 11th  Tuesday 12th  Wednesday 13th  Thursday 14th   Friday 15th  

722 Spirit of God 503 I will offer up 
my life  

233 Come, you 
thankful people 

531 My Jesus, 
my Saviour 

352 O for a 
thousand tongues 

Hallelujah by Emu Music - https://youtu.be/zMuWbTwKknc  
Plans by Rend Collective - https://youtu.be/CXEskg9zQJU  

 Monday 18th  Tuesday 19th  Wednesday 20th     Thursday 21st   Friday 22nd   

404 I danced in 
the morning 

110 Glory be to 
God the father 

504 Two little 
fishes, five 
loaves of bread 

260 Eternal 
Father 

167 Guide me, O 
thou great Jehovah 

Here’s my heart by Casting Crowns - https://youtu.be/hN5-yqElaN0  
King of Kings by Hillsong - https://youtu.be/L__Sgx0wXtE  
 

 Monday 25th   Tuesday 26th  Wednesday 27th   Thursday 28th  Friday 29th  

542 Lord, speak 
to me 

559 There is a 
redeemer 

448 Lord, the 
light of your love 

540 I heard the 
voice 

189 Be still, for the 
presence 

I am the bread of life by Jaime Thietten - https://youtu.be/1CRMbh8ViUI  
Rend Co. Kids - King of Me (Official Music Video) https://youtu.be/ks6zl2hL2Uk  
 

God’s Word 

 Monday 4th  Tuesday 5th  Wednesday 6th  Thursday 7th   Friday 8th  

John 2:1-12 John 2:13-25 John 3:1-8 John 3:9-21 John 3:22-36 

 Monday 11th  Tuesday 12th  Wednesday 13th  Thursday 14th   Friday 15th  

John 4:1-15 John 4:16-26 John 4:27-42 John 4:43-54 John 5:1-15 

 Monday 18th  Tuesday 19th  Wednesday 20th     Thursday 21st   Friday 22nd   

John 5:16-30 John 5:31-47 John 6:1-15 John 6:16-24 John 6:25-40 

 Monday 25th   Tuesday 26th  Wednesday 27th   Thursday 28th  Friday 29th  

John 6:41-59 John 6:60-71 John 7:1-24 John 7:25-52 John 8:1-11 

 
 

Sunday Service Details 
For the first four weeks of July our 

Sunday morning service is at Skene 
Kirk at 10.30am. 

 
A short pre-recorded service will 

be available on our YouTube Channel 
at 10.30am each Sunday morning. 

https://www.youtube.com/channe
l/UCQ-wWCO2QUvEU8BhPTq_xfA   

You will find a link on our website and 
on our Facebook page.   
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Being born of the Spirit 
John chapter 3 contains some of the best-known verses in the gospels.  It is here that we find the 
concept of being ‘born again’ and the amazing words, “For God so loved the world that he gave 
his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”  I 
wonder if you ever learned verse 16 in Sunday School or at a holiday club.   
 
But these words are found in the middle of a conversation and considering the context can help us 
draw more meaning from what Jesus is saying. 
 
Often in scripture we get a snapshot of people’s lives and we are left wondering what happens to 
them.  For example, does the rich young ruler, who walks away from Jesus, ever come back to 
him?  What was life like for Martha, Mary and Lazarus, after the resurrection of Jesus?  Did the 
Samaritan woman’s life change after her encounter with Jesus at the well?  Did the servants at the 
wedding ever tell the bride and groom about where the really good wine had come from? 
 
One thing I love about the story of Nicodemus is that by the end of the gospels we know that he 
has become a follower of Jesus.  Indeed, he, together with Joseph of Arimathea, lovingly retrieves 
Jesus’s body from the cross and buries him in the tomb.  Nicodemus brings a wealth of spices to 
anoint the body – a sure sign of his devotion.  He has truly come a long way from when we first 
encounter him. 
 

John’s gospel often highlights the distinction between night and day, 
darkness and light.  Nicodemus is part of the Jewish ruling council.  A 
Pharisee who is linked with the establishment. He has heard about 
Jesus, especially the signs he has performed.  His curiosity is piqued, 
and he wants to know more.  But seemingly, he can’t afford to be seen 
conversing with Jesus, and so goes to visit him at night time.  It’s a 
clandestine meeting.  Nicodemus believes that Jesus has been sent 
by God, but he’s about to discover that Jesus is not only a teacher 

from God but God’s one and only Son.   
 
There unfolds between Jesus and Nicodemus a fascinating conversation in which you always feel 
that Nicodemus is a bit behind the curve.  Jesus speaks of how we cannot see or participate in the 
kingdom of God unless we are born again – or born from above.  We cannot recognise God at 
work unless we are being led by the Spirit of God – open to the influence of heaven.  If our focus is 
too much on earthly things, which was often the case for the Pharisees, we won’t recognise 
heavenly things.  I wonder if Jesus is trying to get Nicodemus to realise that he can only discern 
who Jesus truly is, if the Spirit of God is moving in his life.  Jesus wants to expand Nicodemus’ 
understanding of who Jesus is. 
 
Perhaps, like Nicodemus, we struggle with the concept of being born 
again, or born from above.  We might not share Nicodemus’ literal 
thinking – but perhaps we are stuck on the language because ‘born 
again’ has sometimes been used by some Christians to distinguish 
themselves from other Christians.   
 
This is where it helps to go back to the conversation and follow what 
Jesus says.  What does he mean by being born again or being born of water and the Spirit?  It 
happens when we believe in God’s one and only Son – Jesus – as the one sent into the world to 
save us.  Our old life is buried with Jesus in death and we are gifted eternal life – filled with the 
Holy Spirit – adopted into God’s family.  Our old ways of thinking are exchanged for God’s way of 
thinking.  Our hearts of stone are replaced with hearts of flesh.  We are made new – as if born 
again.  And this happens to everyone who declares Jesus as Lord.  All Christians are born again. 
 



Back to the conversation and we can hear Jesus teasing Nicodemus for 
his lack of understanding.  He’s a teacher after all – he should know all 
this already.  But Jesus doesn’t give up on Nicodemus.  Instead he 
reveals to him, at this very early stage in the gospel, that he must be lifted 
up (as in, on the cross) and that he has been sent into this world, not to 
condemn it but to save the world.  Jesus is so much more than a Rabbi. 
 

And that means that Nicodemus has a choice to make.  He came to Jesus in the dark – literally 
and metaphorically.  Jesus has shone a light on the true nature of who he is and what that means 
for Nicodemus.  Will he choose to stay in the dark or will he choose to dwell in the light? 
 
John gives us the answer.  Nicodemus comes into the light.  He is very much in plain sight when 
he requests Jesus’ body from Pilate.  He is unafraid to show his allegiance to Jesus and the 35kg 
of myrrh and aloes that he brings would have been fit for a king.  Perhaps Nicodemus hadn’t 
worked through everything Jesus has said, but I think he did know that Jesus was more than a 
teacher. 
 
The story of Nicodemus encourages me to bring my questions to Jesus – no matter how daft I 
think they might be.  He is a wonderful teacher, and his Spirit is given to us to help us grow in our 
understanding and in our love.  But it also reminds me that I don’t have to understand everything 
for God to be at work in me and through me.  What I do need to do is to have my eyes and ears 
opened by the Spirit to catch God at work and a desire to dwell in the light rather than hide in the 
dark.  When it really matters, will I display my allegiance to Jesus in plain sight – showing that I 
believe him to be so much more than an amazing teacher? 
 
Prayer of adoration using the words of the song by Darlene Zschech: 
 
My Jesus, my Saviour Lord there is none like you 
All of my days, I want to praise the wonders of your mighty love 

Thank you Father, for sending your one and only Son, to be raised up on the cross, to save me.  
Thank you Father that you held nothing back but lavished your love on me through Jesus. 
 
My comfort, my shelter, tower of refuge and strength 

Thank you Jesus for the comfort you give me in this life.  I lay before you all the anxieties that I am 
currently wrestling with and the circumstances that I am hiding from.  Reassure me with your 
strength and your presence. 
 
Let every breath, all that I am, never cease to worship You 

Shout to the Lord, all the earth let us sing 
Power and majesty, praise to the King 
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar 
At the sound of Your name 

Lord Jesus – may more and more people come to recognise you as King and bow before you, in 
adoration and praise.  You are worthy of all the honour. 
 
I sing for joy at the work of your hands 
Forever I'll love you, forever I'll stand 
Nothing compares to the promise I have in You 

Lord Jesus – you have my allegiance – I am yours.  Help me serve you in all that I do and give my 
eyes to comprehend all that you are doing in, through and around me. 

Amen 



 
Church Outdoors 
On Sunday 28th August at 3pm we are hosting an Outdoor 
Praise and Worship service at the front of Trinity Church (in 
the car park and on the grass).  
  
We will be singing some favourite hymns and enjoying 
being with one another.   
 
If you are interested in coming along, please can you let us 
know.  You do not need to book a slot, but we would like to 
have an idea of numbers. 
 

 
 

 
Update on Church Office and Holidays  
The church office at Trinity is open each week Monday, Wednesday, Friday – 9am to 12pm.  You 
can also get in touch with our church secretary, Eva Will, by telephone 01224 742512 or by email 
on info.skeneparish@gmail.com.  
 
Please note that the church office will be closed on: 
Friday 8th July 
Monday 18th July to Friday 29th July (inclusive) 
 
During these times, if you need to get any information, you can still drop the office an email or 
contact Rev Stella or Rev Ibidun.  Please do not leave a phone message. 
 
Rev Stella will be on holiday from Monday 4th July until Thursday 21st July.  If you have any 
pastoral concerns, please contact Rev Ibidun Daramola, our associate minister, on 07395006113. 
 
Our Children and Families Development Worker, Callum Ross, will be on leave from Saturday 
30th July returning to work on and returns to work on Sunday 14st August.  Thanks to Callum 
for a wonderful promotion Sunday service and getting us started on the Hamilton Cup for 2022. 
 
Summer Services Schedule 

 
 
 

Date Time Location Theme Bible reading 

Sunday 10th 
July 

10.30am Skene Kirk  Healing the Royal 
Official’s son 

John 4:46-54 

Sunday 17th 
July 

10.30am Skene Kirk Healing at the pool John 5:1-18 

Sunday 24th 
July  

10.30am Skene Kirk  Feeding 5,000 John 6:1-14 

Sunday 31st 
July 

10.30am Trinity 
Church  

Walking on the water John 6:15-25 

Sunday 7th 
August 

10.30am Trinity 
Church  

Healing a man born blind John 9:1-41 

Sunday 14th 
August 

10.30am Trinity 
Church  

Raising Lazarus from the 
dead 

John 11:1-46 

Sunday 21st 
August 

10.30am Trinity 
Church  

HBC celebration 
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