
Skene Parish Church - Service Sheet 

Monday 21st November  

Rev Stella is on retreat at the beginning of this week, returning on 

Thursday 24th November.  If you have any pastoral concerns during 

this time, please contact Rev Ibidun Daramola. 

 

Dates for the diary 

Our annual Thanksgiving & Remembrance Service – Sunday 27th 

November at 7pm 

Westhill Prays – Tuesday 29th November at 8pm online 

Wednesday afternoon service 30th November at 2pm – Trinity 

Opening Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory, forever … Amen. 
 
Call to Worship (adapted from the song) 
From the breaking of the dawn to the setting of the sun, 
Let us stand on every promise of God’s word. 
Words of power, strong to save, that will never pass away, 
We will stand on every promise of His word. 
For His covenant is sure and on this we are secure, We can stand on every promise of His word. 

 

Monday 21st   Tuesday 22nd   Wednesday 23rd    Thursday 24th  Friday 25th  

268 O God of 
Bethel 

505 All that I 
am  

510 Jesus calls us 
here to meet him 

515 Soldiers of 
Christ arise 

517 Fight the 
good fight 

Goodness of God by Bethel - https://youtu.be/n0FBb6hnwTo  
I will trust my Saviour Jesus by CityAlight - https://youtu.be/n0FBb6hnwTo  

God’s Word 

Monday 21st   Tuesday 22nd   Wednesday 23rd    Thursday 24th  Friday 25th  

Joshua 16 Joshua 17:1-11 Joshua 17:12-18 Joshua 18:1-10 Joshua 18:11-
28 

 

Reflection by Rev Stella 

A month ago we reflected on ‘the ban’ i.e. the devotion of things and people to God.  The Canaanites 

were to be driven out from the land.   

But as we get into the nitty gritty of the book of Joshua, we discover that some Canaanites were not for 

moving.  For example, it was many generations later before the Jebusites were defeated under David’s 

leadership. Why wasn’t Joshua and the people 100% successful in their conquest? 

Here are perhaps two ways of answering the question. 

 

Firstly – it was hard work and not everyone seemed up for that.  In Joshua 17 we see the tribes of 

Joseph – Ephraim and Manasseh – complaining that they’ve not been given enough land.  Joshua 

takes quite a hard stand with them.  He tells them, if they want more land, they should clear the 

forestry surrounding them and push out the Canaanites.  They are not impressed by this suggestion, 

about:blank
about:blank


citing the fact these Canaanites were well equipped with 

chariots, fitted with iron.  But Joshua holds fast – if you 

want more, you can have it – but you’re going to have to 

work for it.  He thinks they have the strength and numbers 

to be successful.  They just need to get on with it. 

Then, when we get into chapter 18, we discover 7 of the 

tribes haven’t even started to work out what land they are 

going to dwell on.  God had promised them so much, 

including giving them victory in battle.  But it still required 

them to lay hold of that which was being offered to them.  

Sitting back, waiting for it to be delivered to them, wasn’t 

the right approach.  

 

Secondly – we discover in the later book of Judges that God chooses to leave some tribes in the land, 

to test the Israelites to see whether they would obey the LORD’s commands, which he had given their 

ancestors through Moses.  (The author also thinks they were left to teach future generations about 

warfare!).  We could describe these remaining Canaanites as the something like Paul’s ‘thorn in the 

flesh’.   

 

Consider for a moment the daughters of Zelophehad of the tribe of Manasseh.  They had no brothers.  

We read of their protest in Numbers 27, where they demand to be given the inheritance due to their 

family.  The Lord agrees with their request, and we see the law changing to allow daughters to inherit 

(well ahead of the curve).  But years have now passed – will anyone remember what has been 

promised?  The answer is yes.  The daughters come to Joshua and ask for their rightful allotment.  It 

can’t have been an easy task, to hold and manage the land given to them.  But there is a 

determination within them, that I suspect made them fit for the task. 

   

There are times when life is hard and we have to stand up for ourselves or others.  There are times 

when we have to work at taking hold of what God has won for us or promised us.  And there are times 

when we will experience a ‘thorn in the flesh’.  Life is very rarely plain sailing.  But God remains faithful 

and we see that when we work with Him, His promises do come to fruition. 

Prayer  

God of captives and pilgrims, of pioneers and wayfarers, you brought your people home from despair 

and gave them a land of freedom and plenty. You kept your promises to them and you blessed them 

abundantly.  You granted them strength and courage, as well as wisdom and fortitude.  Thank you for 

their stories, which inspire and teach us. 

Look in mercy on us your servants, deliver us from the prison of selfishness and sin, and bring us 

home to justice, sharing, and compassion, your Kingdom come in this world, through Jesus Christ the 

Saviour. Teach us to pursue all that you have for us in this life.  Grant us the energy to work hard 

alongside you, not giving in or giving up at the first sign of trouble.  Grant us grant and patience for the 

thorns that hinder us and hold us back.  Where you are testing us Lord, help us hold to your 

commands and obey your will.   

We pray for those who have been dislocated from their homes and are living in refugees camps 

around the world, or who are on the move seeking safety in another country.  We pray for those who 

are homeless in the UK, and whose suffering is compounded by our lack of understanding or 

compassion.  We pray for those who have been overlooked by others or by the law because of their 

gender, their race, their religion, their background or their abilities.  Right the injustices that exist in our 

world.  Teach us your way Lord. 

Amen.  

 

Benediction based on Joshua 3 

May the God of lasting love open the way before you; 

May Jesus the Messiah be your one instructor; 

And may the Holy Spirit lead you on into the promised land of God’s kingdom and glory. 


