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Recently I spent time with family back in Northern 
Ireland and for the first time in a long time, the weather 
was amazing.  For the first 10 days, temperatures were 
in the high twenties and lots of time was spent at the 
beach, in the water and applying sunscreen.  One of the 
little islands of the west coast of Ireland experienced 
tropical nights, meaning temperatures stayed above 20 
degrees.  And Northern Ireland broke its highest 
recorded temperature twice in 3 days.  It was an 
extraordinary weather event.

But whilst it was wonderful to be outside (including 
having breakfast in the garden), and a real treat to visit 
the coast and see the countryside looking so lush – it 
was also a reminder that weather has a significant 
impact on our lives.  For most of the UK, the good 
weather broke with thunderstorms and torrential rain – 
with flash floods and damage caused by hail stones the 
size of golf balls.  Our own building at Trinity was 
affected (thank you to all involved in cleaning up!).

Scientists predict that heatwaves are going to become 
more common in the UK, with temperatures potentially 
reaching 40 degrees before very long.  And as every 
year passes we seem to break more and more weather 
records – driest, hottest, wettest.  

Beyond our shores, there is evidence of the same kind 
of changes – from deadly heatwaves to deadly floods.  
And there are many people for whom these changes 
mean loss of home and livelihood.  The most vulnerable 
in our world, those who can least afford to have their 
lives negatively impacted, are currently bearing the 

brunt of changes in the climate.

How should we respond?  Where do we go to 
understand more about what God might be asking of us 

in the face of this growing crisis? 

During September and October, we are planning a 
sermon series which focuses on one of our values – ‘We 
are committed to the care of creation’.  In it we will 
explore what it means to be part and parcel of creation 
as well as stewards of creation.  We will be trying to 
learn more about what is happening to our planet and 
why COP26 is being portrayed as a crucial step in the 
fight to keep global temperatures from rising more than 
1.5 degrees.  There will be opportunities for discussion 
and debate – as we work together to get informed and to 
get active.

Join us as we join with churches across Scotland in 
seeking to live out our value at a time when creation is in 
desperate need of care.

Blessings… 

  Dear Friends……

Rev Stella

Sunday Services in August
If you would like to join us by telephone:

You can dial in to the live service using your phone:
Call 0131 460 1196

The PIN number is 699368908#
If you want to join us by internet:

Livestreaming link:
https://zoom.us/j/699368908

Or on Facebook – Skene Parish Church.
Service starts at 10.30am.



Messages
Outdoor Worship
On Sunday 18th August we enjoyed a wonderful time at our outdoor service of worship.  The rain stayed away, 
and over 50 people gathered at the front of Trinity to enjoy singing hymns and praising God.  We attracted a 
wee bit of attention from those passing by.  It was fantastic to see people in person for the first time in over a 
year, and to be able to sing without masks on.  A big thank you to all those involved in making it possible and 
making it such a joyous occasion.  We have another one planned for August and if the weather holds, we will 
possibly continue with them. 

Holiday Bible Club
On Monday 9th August over 40 children gathered for our 2021 holiday bible club.  
This year we were at Westhill Community Church and we were off on a Jungle 
Adventure.  

We explored different stories from the gospels involving Jesus, thinking about how 
he invites us on the most amazing adventure of all.  

It was great to be meeting again in person, which we know the children were 
really excited about.  A huge thank you to the team, who planned, prepared and 
participated with enormous energy and enthusiasm.  

Here’s hoping that next year we can be back to a fuller version – but first…time for 
a wee lie down.



Messages

On Sunday 10th October 2021 we hope to celebrate Harvest Thanksgiving and participate in the Church of 
Scotland’s National Giving Day.  On Saturday 9th October, Skene Kirk will be open from 2-4pm, when you can 
drop in and enjoy the Harvest decorations.

All congregations have been encouraged by the General Assembly to participate in this event, which provides 
people of all ages an opportunity to reflect on God’s presence with us through these challenging times and to 
offer gifts of thanksgiving back to God.

“Money received through this initiative will remain with participating congregations who will choose how to use 
these gifts. This money may be used to fund specific work, to launch a new project or simply to offset deficits 
taking into account the challenging financial circumstances faced by many of our churches over the last year.” 
Church of Scotland Stewardship Team

We are planning to use the money raised through our National Giving Day for our Children & Families Work, 
enabling us to employ Callum Ross for a further 3 years.  Our funding from the Church of Scotland ended in 
2021, and whilst we have been successful in securing 
£37,500 from the Joseph Rank Trust, we have a 
target of £10,000 to raise locally.  

Our Children & Families Worker is essential for 
developing relationships with our local schools, and 
increasing the connection we have with families in our 
community.  We are relaunching Messy Church this 
autumn, following the disruption of the pandemic, and 
working with our families to deliver parenting 
resources.  In addition to this, we are looking towards 
working with children, young people and adults with 
regards to mental health.  We have lots of plans and 
your generosity will enable us to bring them to fruition.

There are lots of different ways in which to give (or 
pledge):

•   Online donation – marked Giving Day.

•  Cheque made payable to Skene Parish Church –   
marked Giving Day.  

•   Via the retiring collections on Sunday 10th October.

If you are unable to attend on this Sunday, please 
post your donation or pop it in to Manse.  Please 
make sure that it is clearly marked, Giving Day.

To the memory of our friend, Colin Kay
The Lord is my Pilot,
I shall not drift.
He lighteth me across the dark waters;
He steereth me in deep channels;
He keepeth my log.
He guideth me by the Star of Holiness for His 
Name's sake.
Yea, though I sail mid the thunders and tempests 
of life,
I will dread no danger, for Thou art with me;
Thy love and Thy care, they shelter me.
Thou preparest a harbour before me in the 
homeland of Eternity.
Thou anointest the waves with oil.
My ship rideth calmly.
Surely sunlight and starlight shall favour me on 
the voyage I take,
and I will rest in the port of my God for ever.

Captain John Roberts, 1874



Messages
Worship Services
After careful consideration, our Kirk Session, meeting for the first time in person for around 18 months, has 
agreed to a return to Sunday worship on Sunday 5th September 2021.  The service times will be as follows:

Trinity Church – 10.30am
Skene Kirk – 11.15am

Holy Communion will be celebrated at Trinity Church on this date, and the following week at Skene Kirk (12th 

September).

The change in times in a consequence of the ongoing Covid restrictions relating to cleaning the buildings, 
ventilation, allowing people time to enter and exit safely, getting set up for live-streaming and allowing time for 
contact details to be collected.

We hope to have moved from 1m physical distancing to a more familiar pattern of seating, but it will still be 
necessary to wear masks.  Our midweek services will come to an end for the moment, but we are looking 
forward to restarting our monthly Wednesday afternoon services in the near future.

You will still be able to join us online.  This will be through our YouTube Channel, https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCQ-wWCO2QUvEU8BhPTq_xfA. If you subscribe to it, the services will appear in your feed.  We 
will also continue to post a link via our website.  Our ZOOM services will come to an end, and we are very 
thankful to everyone who participated in this way.  For those who do not have access to the internet, we will be 
asking if you would like to have a telephone recording of the service made available for you.

As we come into a new season we appreciate that there will be variety of feelings about coming back to the 
buildings and about the changes we are proposing.  We appreciate that for some it is not easy to envisage 
being back in worship with others.  However, we feel the time is right to move forward and to begin to rebuild.  
We will remain cautious with regards to our adherence to the guidance from the Church of Scotland and the 
Scottish Government – ensuring that everyone’s safety is a priority. 

Edna’s Retirement
Sixty-eight years after being appointed organist at Skene Parish Church, Mrs Edna Edmond is retiring.  During 
her time, she has played alongside 9 beadles, 5 ministers and 1 deacon.  She has witnessed countless brides 
come down the aisle and been a steadfast presence in those moments where we have gathered in sorrow.  
When she was interviewed (and you can still listen to it on our website www.skeneparish.com), Edna 
remembered with great delight those occasions when Gordon Presbytery had met at Skene Kirk and raised 
the roof with the singing – as well as special anniversary services that had been celebrated.  

We wish to say a huge thank you to Edna for her many years of remarkable service.  Her unassuming, kind 
and compassionate nature and dedicated 
approach to playing the organ and leading 
the choir have been a real blessing to our 
church family.  Through all kinds of weather 
she has been there to play her part and we 
will miss her greatly.  

Edna has been a great champion of Nkhoma 
Hospital (Malawi) over the years and wanted 
her retirement collection to be donated to the 
team there.  Thanks to everyone’s 
generosity we have collected £1,500 - a 
wonderful tribute to how much Edna means 
to us.  We wish her well in her retirement 
and pray that she will soon be restored to 
good health.  In accordance with her wishes, 
a low-key presentation will take place at 
Skene Kirk in the near future.



Other News
1ST SKENE BOYS’ BRIGADE
The recent easing of Covid regulations will allow the Company greater opportunity of returning 
to our more traditional meeting formats, there still remains in place some requirements which 
will challenge how the older boys interact during face-to-face indoor meetings.  Since the start 
of the pandemic, we have been facing and overcoming similar issues so we look forward to 
starting a new session on Friday 3 September with confidence and building on the positivity of 
the boys who responded so well to everything we have been through.

One area where the Covid restrictions have significantly impacted on our activities is within the senior boy’s 
work towards Duke of Edinburgh Awards and the Queens Badge.   Under normal circumstances, six of them 
would have completed these at the end of last session and a further six would have been half-way through 
these programmes.  That said, given the ‘can do’ attitude of these boys, we are confident we can catch up with 
lost time

At the end of last session Ann Hudson stood down as Office-in-Charge of the Anchor Boys and Rev Stella has 
taken over that role.  Ann has been a Leader in 1st Skene for over 34 years, with the last 25 years in charge of 
the Anchor Boys.  We are very grateful for her dedication and commitment to the boys and the Company over 
many years and it is nice to have an opportunity to publicly acknowledge this. While Ann will be missing from 
‘front line leadership’, she will be continuing to work in the background supporting the company.  

The Boys’ Brigade is structured to cater for boys from 5 years to 18 years and in 1st Skene Company, we 
provide our members with a wide range of sports and activities as they grow and develop within an award 
scheme building towards the Queens Badge and Duke of Edinburgh Awards.   Posts and photographs of many 
of these activities can be seen on our Facebook page. 

We do not have ‘Waiting Lists’ and new members will be made most welcome on any Friday evening and 
specific information can be obtained from any of the section leaders below.   As mentioned above, we will start 
the new session on Friday 3 September 2021 with the sections meeting as detailed below.

Section Age-range Meeting Section Leaders
Anchor Boys Primary 1 - 3 Friday 6.30 - 7.45 pm Rev Stella Campbell

Trinity Church Hall 01224 745955

Junior Section Primary 4 - 6 Friday 6.30 - 8.30 pm Neil MacBeath
Westhill Academy 01330 860226

Company Section Primary 7 upwards Friday 7.00- 9.30 pm Donald Struthers
Westhill Academy 01224 742262

Donald Struthers - Company Captain

1ST SKENE GIRLS’ BRIGADE
When writing this article we have just 
had notice of authorisation from Girls’ 
Brigade Scotland that we can restart 
Face to Face meetings once more, 
subject to the correct procedures and 

Risk Assessments being in place and approved.

We aim to have an Enrolment and Fun Evening on 
Monday 23rd August at 6pm in Trinity Church, this 
will be confirmed on our 1st Skene Girls’ Brigade 
Facebook page prior to this date once all boxes 
have been ticked.  Fingers crossed we get them all 
done in time for the approval.  

Any enquiries please call (Captain) Fiona Cumming 
on 07792 471199

We collected £3,524 through the Christian Aid 
envelopes and our online giving.  

A huge WELL DONE to everyone involved and thank 
you for your generosity.  This money will go towards 
helping families living with the consequences of climate 
change.



Other News
THE SILVER ACORN

Westhill Group Scout Leader Chris Pinnell has been 
awarded the ‘Silver Acorn’, one of UK Scouting’s highest 
achievements, as part of their Good Service Awards for 
2021. Scouts Good Service Awards are presented to 
members who have consistently given service over and 
above that which is expected within their role, and 
recognises their achievements and valued contribution to 
scouting.
The Silver Acorn is awarded for specially distinguished 
service over a minimum of 20 years and is normally 
presented at the St George’s Day Awards at Windsor 
Castle in London, and attended by a member of the 
Royal Family.
Chris started his adult scouting journey as a Venture 
Scout Leader and Commissioner in Falkirk and Hillfoots 
forty years ago.
Following a move to Aberdeenshire in 1990 he initially 
took on the role of Assistant Area Commissioner for Banff 
and Buchan and later Gordon District.
He became the Scout Leader with Westhill’s Beechwood 
Troop when he and his family moved to Westhill in 2000 
and became Group Scout Leader for Westhill in 2015. 
Westhill is one of the North East’s biggest Scout Groups 
and over the years Chris has overseen a growth in both 
youth membership and and adult leaders / supporters.
Chris has also been active in Adult Leader Training since 2005. He is currently a member of Scout Scotland 
HQ ‘Operations Committee’ and has served a three year term on the Board of Trustees for Scouts Scotland.
Over his forty years, Chris has supported and led many International Scouting events, including World Scout 
Jamborees in Canada, UK, Sweden and Japan, International Jamborettes at Blair Atholl and has led Explorer 
Scout expeditions to Iceland and America.
Chris’s Silver Acorn award was announced as part of the 2021 St George’s Day Awards. With the restart of 
Scouting at Easter, Regional Commissioner Dougie Simmers was able to surprise the Westhill-Lyne of Skene 
Cubs and presented Chris with his Certificate and Silver Acorn medal. A formal presentation is planned for a 
later date at Windsor Castle, when restrictions allow.
Scouting’s Chief Commissioner Tim Kid said: “This is for your exceptional service over many years and is a 

well-deserved award. You have truly made a difference to young 
people’s lives, helping them gain skills for life.”
Adding his congratulations, Andrew Sharkey, Chief Commissioner of 
Scotland said: “I was absolutely delighted to learn that Chris has been 
awarded the Silver Acorn in the St George’s Day awards, and I send 
my personal congratulations on this honour. It is richly deserved 
recognition of the work he has done for Scouting over many years.” 
Speaking about his award Chris Pinnell said: “I am greatly honoured to 
receive this award and am looking forward to the Windsor parade. My 
Scouting experience has been greatly assisted by the many dedicated 
Scout Leaders who have helped prepare excellent experiences for so 
many young people, providing many Beavers Cubs and Scouts with 
#SkillsForLife. I continue to get great enjoyment out of Scouting.”

TRINITY GARDEN
After the success of the appeal for 
herbaceous plants last year for 

Trinity Garden, we are on 
the look out for more 
cuttings or splittings that 
you might have this 
autumn that we could 
add to the garden.  Many 
thanks to all those who 

donated plants last year. I am sure 
you will have spotted your plants.

Sheila Gray



Other News
KNITTING FOR MALAWI
A couple of months ago, a very kind lady from Lyne of Skene brought me 
several bags of knitted squares – three large bags to be precise.  I wasn’t 
sure how I was going to get through sewing all the squares together to 
make blankets for Malawi.  However, after an email to my friends in the 
Bible Study Group and Irrepressible Group, I had 12 ‘volunteers’!! 
 Each received a wee bag with 24 squares to sew together into 2 strips of 
12.  These were then handed on to my self and one of the other 
volunteers who then stitched 15 strips together to make beautiful colourful 
patchwork blankets. All that had to be done to complete them was a bright 
crocheted edging.  

As I saw the first one nearing completion, I thought about how much love 
and friendship had gone into this project so decided that I would call these 
Fellowship Blankets. At a time when we were all becoming a bit ‘scunnert’ 
of the latest lockdown, this project got us communicating, knocking on 
doors to pass on the squares and strips and of course having a socially 
distanced chat on the doorstep and at the end of it having three or 
perhaps even four warm and cosy blankets to send on to those who are 
less fortunate than ourselves.  

Well done ladies and bless you all for taking part.  But don’t think you are finished – I believe there are more 
squares to come!! Sheila Gray

MILNE HALL
We would like to take this opportunity to let everyone know that new facilities are now complete at the hall.

The overall work includes the First Phase, creating The Mary Gray Meeting Room, which was finished earlier, 
and now Phase 2 which is an enlarged Kitchen with a Multifunction Space for uses linked to the Kitchen or 
small meetings.  All of this also allows more flexibility to the total use of the hall.

It has taken several years to raise the required money to do this. Among all of the Committee Members and 
others who worked to achieve this we must thank Alan Reid who found and worked with a number of groups to 
obtain grant funding.

These included Robertson Trust, Garfield Weston Foundation, Developer Obligation through Aberdeenshire 
Council, Adapt & Thrive Fund (which is Scottish Government) and National Lottery Community Fund.

Much praise must be given to our Contractor, R.Davidsons,  who have done a fantastic job in these difficult 
times working with all concerned and producing a superb facility.

We continue to invite people to join our committee of volunteers to help with management, continuing projects 
and events.  Please see our Facebook page for more up to date information etc.

…….the transformation of the old kitchen……..before and after!



Notices

We remember with thanksgiving 
those who have died recently, and  
we offer their relatives our prayerful 
sympathy:

George Bremner To Na Dee Care Home  
Edmund Norrie Hazel Drive,
Frances Gauld Don House, Inverurie
Margaret Gill Allachburn Care Home
Colin Kay Souter Gardens
Ann McKail Brimmond Drive
Sheena Shand Pitcairn Lodge
Edward (Ted) Strachan Westwood Drive
Alexander (Sandy) Will Standing Stones, 

SAFEGUARDING
With things opening up again and more groups being 
able to meet once more, it is a good opportunity to 
remind everyone that the safeguarding of our young 
people and vulnerable older people, is of vital 
importance.

If you should see or hear something which alarms you, 
then please act. 

For Church connections please contact Kirsteen Knight 
or me, Ann Paterson (Skene Parish Church co-
ordinators) and report your concerns.  
For non-church concerns, contact either Social Services 
or the police.  Contact details can be found on the 
safeguarding page of the Skene Parish Church website.

Keep safe – and help keep others safe too.

Ann Paterson – safeguarding.skeneparish@gmail.com

The Church Office…… 
…….is currently closed.  Eva Will is still available 
from 9.00am to noon on Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday.  Please get in touch by phone or email.

tel: 01224 742512
email: info.skeneparish@gmail.com 

SKENE COMMITTEE 
OF MACMILLAN 
CANCER SUPPORT

World’s Biggest Coffee Morning September 2021

Host a Coffee Morning
This has been a challenging year for fundraising and 
thank you to all that have donated so generously to 
MacMillan. 

We would nornally hold our Coffee Morning in Lynne of 
Skene Hall at the end of September, however due to 
covid restrictions this will not be possible.  

We are therefore planning a coffee morning with a 
difference  and would ask you to watch out for Posters, 
and  our Facebook Page advertising our event. Our event 
will help you to host your own coffee morning.

Charity No SCO039907        Alison Troup  0797 4790765

FUNDRAISER FOR MAGGIE’S
In November I’ll be doing a 100 km trek across 
the Sahara Desert in memory of my wife Moragh 
who sadly passed away in December 2019 after a 
long fight with cancer.  
I’m undertaking the challenge to raise vital funds 
for Maggie’s Centre in Aberdeen.
Maggie’s provide free support to anyone affected 
by cancer, providing much needed practical and 
emotional support. The support is needed more 
than ever due to treatments being delayed. I want 
to help Maggie’s continue to support people with 
cancer and their families.
I am funding the trip myself, so all the money 
raised will go directly to Maggie’s.  Anything you 
can afford would be greatly appreciated.
Thank you very much,
David Christie
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/david-christie7

The next issue of the Newsletter is October.  
Please send articles to barbaraemmerson@hotmail.com 
by 30th September. 

ACTION GROUP
Although I shall remain on the committee, I have 
now handed over the reins of the Action Group to 
Joyce Pinnell. I would like to thank the committee
for all the help and support I have received over 
the years and look forward to taking a back seat 
now.

Morag Hendry   


