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As someone who adored the A-Team growing up, I do 
love it when a plan comes together.

We have been invited to be part of the Westhill 
Resilience Support Group, together with other local 
organisations.  Over the summer months we explored 
the possibility of providing a ‘thank you’ gift to those 
who had been shielding, and to create an opportunity 
to chat to them.  Good partnership working developed 
across the team and soon we had a plan.

One Monday in August, a group of willing volunteers 
met to pick up boxes for delivery.  Funding came from 
Aberdeenshire Council and the Milton Brasserie 
produced wonderful afternoon teas.  

The rest of the afternoon was spent ringing doorbells 
and, as you can see, bringing a smile to many a face.  

As one thankyou card 
put it, “it gave us a 
lovely warm feeling of 
belonging to a very 
special and caring 
community.”

We are looking forward 
to finding other ways of 
supporting our 
community and building 
up resilience. I want to 
say well done and thank 
you to everyone who 
was involved.

This work is just one aspect of us transitioning out of 
lockdown.  We are currently reviewing our pastoral care 
work, as well as asking big questions about our future.  

I’m delighted to say that we can now advertise for an 
Associate Minister.  Lots of work has gone in to getting 
to this point, and we pray for the Lord’s provision.  

This does continue to be a challenging year, but it is 
good to see that there is still much to be thankful for and 
look forward to. 

Blessings… 

  Dear Friends……

Rev Stella

Sunday Services
If you would like to join us by telephone:

You can dial in to the live service using your phone:
Call 0131 460 1196

The PIN number is 699368908#
If you want to join us by internet:

Livestreaming link:
https://zoom.us/j/699368908

Or on Facebook – Skene Parish Church.
Service starts at 10.30am.

A shortened version of the service can be accessed 
after Sunday by calling 

01224 087226.

“Be still and know that I am God.”  Psalm 46
Where is your quiet spot?



Church News
Easing out of lockdown

How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity! 
It is like precious oil poured on the head…

(f)or there the Lord bestows his blessing. Psalm 133

We are delighted to announce that from this week we are restarting midweek worship at Trinity Church.  The 
services will be on a Wednesday at 3pm, lasting approximately 30 minutes.  It has been a great team effort to 
get the church ready.

We have limited numbers of spaces for each service, to allow physical distancing in the sanctuary.  Therefore, 
if you would like to attend the service, we are asking you to telephone the church office (01224 742512) and 
book your space by the day before at 12 noon.  This will provide us with a register that we can use to satisfy 
the requirements of NHS Test & Protect.

What else do you need to know?

• Only arrive at the service 5/10 minutes before the start time.
• Enter the building by the front door, queuing appropriately outside.
• Please bring a mask with you (unless you have an exemption).
• You will be asked to sanitise your hands and you will be shown to a seat.
• During the service there will be no singing, but there will be live music.
• After the service, you will be invited to leave by the emergency exit, sanitising your hands as you go.

You can find more information on our website, or if you have questions, please do get in touch with us.

In addition, we are working with the various groups that
we share our space with to ensure that they can 
restart safely and practically when they are 
given permission to.

September Communion Online
On Sunday 13 September we will celebrate Holy Communion during our online 
service.  This follows the positive response we received from our June service.

If you would like to participate in this remember to prepare bread and wine (or 
suitable alternatives) in advance.  It was wonderful to receive photos and hear of how 
people had lovingly set their table in anticipation of the sacrament.

“I felt very safe at all times and also reassured by 
the support of the stewards as to what to do and 

where to sit.”  
Feedback from pilot service



Social News
TRINITY CHURCH GARDEN
Here we are approaching autumn already.  Where 
have all the months gone?  Trinity garden has not 
been so colourful this year due to Coronavirus and 
there being few plants available to us. However the 
gardener has continued to cut the grass and he is 
now preparing the borders ready to plant up in the 
autumn.  The idea is to plant the borders at the front, 
along the car edge of the car park, with herbaceous/
perennial plants.
As you good folk start to tidy up your borders and 
gardens for the winter and you are splitting up plants, 
could you please put some aside for Trinity.  I can 
easily come and collect them if you contact me.  We 
received quite a few earlier in the year which have 
been spending lockdown with me in a bubble but we 
need some more to make a great display next 
summer. We could also do with some splittings of 
primrose and polyanthus.
The beech hedge at Trinity has been trimmed – so 
we are definitely looking towards autumn and winter.
The garden bench outside Trinity is looking great now 
and the geraniums in the planters give a lovely 
splash of colour.

sheilacggray@gmail.com      07751 404140

1st SKENE BOYS’ BRIGADE
We have continued the BB@Home 
programme and our weekly family fun 
quiz across the summer and are now 
working to comply with the Scottish 

Government, Boys’ Brigade and Church of Scotland 
requirements so we can be Covid ready to 
commence face-to-face activities in September.  
We will commence the session with a Zoom version 
of our Annual Family Quiz on Friday 4 September 
which will bring together the boys and families of the 
three sections of the company.  The following Friday 
(11 September) we intend to commence face-to-face 
meetings, initially with outdoor activities.
The Boys’ Brigade caters for a wide age-range, from 
Primary 1-3 (Anchor Boys), Primary 4-6 (Junior 
Section) and Primary 7 upwards in The Company 
Section where the boys have the opportunity to 
participate in a structured programme of sports and 
activities leading to Duke of Edinburgh and Queen’s 
Badge awards.  There are no waiting lists and new 
boys will be made welcome on any Friday evening.  
We keep our Facebook page refreshed with 
photographs and news so it is well worth a visit. We 
would be delighted if members of the congregation 
used the BB weekly quizzes for their entertainment.  

SKENE COMMITTEE OF MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT
Coffee morning date, Saturday 26th September, is approaching - and we are encouraging our friends, family, 
neighbours and work colleagues to host their own coffee morning. The event can be held in your house, 
garden or work place and does not have to be on the exact date as long as the gathering complies with the 
Covid -19 rules.
Any money raised for Macmillan would be great, and importantly, we get a social date in the diary!!  Donations 
will be appreciated, no matter how small. A Macmillan nurse costs approximately £31 per hour, a support 
worker £17 and it costs up to £112 per hour to run a benefits advice centre. Any donations will be used for the 
benefit of local patients and their families – if given to your local Skene committee.
Participants are asked to login to the coffeemorning.org.uk site, order your coffee morning pack and get 
planning. Please tell all your friends who usually join us in the Lyne of Skene - and let’s do something nice. 
Donations can be made using:
•  the paying slip received with the coffee morning pack, but names and post codes of attendees must be 
forwarded to our secretary, Kath, for Skene to be credited with the money.
• paid in using our "Charity Check in” on the Skene committee Facebook page; https://macmillan-
org.charitycheckout.co.uk/macmillanskene/profile
•  by giving the cash or cheque (payable to Skene Committee of Macmillan Cancer Support) to a committee 
member
Nothing stops a Coffee Morning  -  if cancer doesn’t stop, neither do we. Host a Coffee Morning your way.  
You’ll be helping millions of people living with cancer.

Kath MacBeath    01330 860226



Notices

Contact Us

We remember with 
thanksgiving those who have 
died recently, and we offer their 
relatives our prayerful 
sympathy:

Ilene Andrew Kemnay
Gladys Russell Aberdeen

Foodbank Appeal

We know that the financial challenges of Covid-19 are 
not diminishing but rather increasing.  This is 
especially true as furlough comes to an end and many 
firms are making redundancies.  In light of this, 
foodbanks are supporting more and more families.  
This September we would like to make a collection for 
the Aberdeenshire South Foodbank.  They are 
specifically asking for the following:

tinned fruit
custard

tinned carrots
tinned meat

sweets
mayonnaise (small)

toiletries (e.g. toothpaste, shampoo, etc.)

It will be possible to drop off your goods on a 
Wednesday afternoon between 2pm and 3pm at 
the front of Trinity Church.  Alternatively, you can 
contact Rev Stella and she will arrange a time 
convenient for you to drop them off at the manse.

Church Office 

Fiona Robertson is currently working from home and 
is available during normal office hours of Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday 9am to 12noon by 
telephone on 01224 742512 or email 
info.skeneparish@gmail.com.  

If you would like to receive our weekly service sheet 
by email then please get in touch with Fiona who will 
add your details to our distribution list.

New look newsletter

Many things have 
changed during 2020 and 
this may be the first time 
that you have had an 
opportunity to see our new 
look newsletter.  

Thanks to the hard work of 
our editors, we have been able to create something 
which we think is bright and easily read online.  
This, in addition to the work of our church secretary 
in building our email database, means we can share 
church and community news much more quickly.  

If you would like to receive church news by email 
and are not already on our list, please do get in 
touch with Fiona Robertson at 
info.skeneparish@gmail.com.

We will not be producing another physical edition of 
the Chronicle in 2020 and its long-term future is 
under review.  

Pastoral Care Helpline Number:
0785 161 3892

The next issue of the Newsletter is November - 
please send articles to 
barbaraemmerson@hotmail.com by 23rd October.  
Space is limited, so good news will get top priority!

mailto:info.skeneparish@gmail.com

