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As we enter into autumn, we are bracing ourselves for 
what feels like a difficult time ahead, all the while feeling 
the impact of significant changes all around us.  A child 
born on 5 September, would have had two prime 
ministers and two monarchs, during the very first week 
of life.

The death of HM Queen Elizabeth II brings to the end 
an era that has existed for 
the vast majority (if not all) of 
our lives.  We will miss her 
unwavering presence in our 
lives, her smile and her 
beautiful example of faith-
filled living.  But in her 
funeral service, she chose to 
reflect the hope she had in 
Jesus through music and 
readings.  This was a 
homecoming.  The anthem, 
Who shall separate us?, 
written by Sir James 
McMillan and based on Romans 8, reminded us that 
nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus.  And as the symbols of majesty were stripped 
from the coffin, we know a different kind of crown awaits 
our sister, Elizabeth. 

During her reign, the Queen witnessed and endured 
many challenging situations.  Her quote about the 
courageous is a wonderful rallying call for us, in this 

season of our lives.  Life is hard at the moment, but we 
can choose to face it with God’s strength.  As He said to 
Joshua – ‘Be strong and courageous’.
And this is where I want to enlist your help.  As you may 
know, every building within the Church of Scotland has 
undergone an audit in recent months.  This is part of the 
Presbytery Mission Planning process.  Each building has 
been categorised (a) or (b).  (a) means a building it to be 
retained beyond 5 years, (b) means a building is to be 
disposed of within 5 years.  In the audit of Skene Kirk, 

whilst the building has been 
categorised (a), we are 
being asked by presbytery to 
explore ways in which the 
use of the building can be 
increased.  There will be a 
review of the categorisation 
based on this.  

That’s where you come in.  
We want to engage our 
members and the wider 
community in a discussion 
about the building.  You are 
invited to attend a town hall 

event on Saturday 15 October at 2pm at Skene Kirk.  It 
will be wonderfully decorated for our joint harvest 
thanksgiving service on Sunday 16 October (11.15am) 
and tea/coffee will be served.

This will be an opportunity for you to find out more about 
the audit and how vital it is that we increase the 
utilisation of the building.  We know how important 
Skene Kirk is, within our community, but we need to find 

practical ways of securing its future.  

The final words of the first reading at the Queen’s 
funeral were, “Therefore, my dear brothers and 
sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always 
give yourselves fully to the work of the 
Lord, because you know that your labour in the 
Lord is not in vain.”  What a great encouragement 
as we look forward with faith.  

Blessings,

  Dear Friends……

Rev Stella

Sunday Services Details
Our Sunday services have recommenced in both buildings: 

Trinity – 10.30am
Skene – 11.15am 

 If you want to join us online: 
 We will be livestreaming from Trinity to our YouTube Channel 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQ-
wWCO2QUvEU8BhPTq_xfA   

You will find a link on our website and on our Facebook page.  
This will be at 10.30am every Sunday morning.  

You can subscribe to the YouTube Channel and each new 
service will appear in your notifications. 



Messages

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES NEWS
Myself and the team have just about regained all of our energy from holiday club! It was a brilliant week filled 
with so much fun and laughter! A massive thank you goes out to all of those that were involved with the club, 
from those that planned it, helped to prepare for it, were present at it, and those that held us all in prayer 
throughout it. We couldn’t have done it with out you! We were able to share God’s love with so many children 
and it was awesome to have the church filled with their boundless energy.

If you had a family member come along to the club and they enjoyed themselves (we hope they did!) why not 
see if they might be interested in joining in with Messy Church. The format of the two are similar, with a fun mix 

of stories, crafts, games, and music. It even includes Callum being silly once in a 
while too, although maybe not in a bad wig!

Messy Church is returning to its original time of 4pm on the last Sunday of the month. 
This year we are looking at the heroes of the Bible and will be hearing all about the 
team’s favourites! We’d love to see you there and a warm welcome awaits. To keep 
up to date with all that we will be doing head to the church’s website or follow us on 
social media over at www.facebook.com/westhillmessychurch. 

WARM WEDNESDAYS

Towards the middle/end of October we will be starting a new 
initiative called – Warm Wednesdays.  Trinity Church will be open 
from 12-4pm, and there will be opportunity to come, grab a bowl of 
soup, a cup of tea and a bit of a chat.  We are still in the planning 
process, but our hope is that this will be a welcoming space, open 
to everyone.  We are coordinating with other organisations in 
Westhill doing similar things, and it is exciting to hear all that will 
be available in our community this winter.  If you would like to help 
volunteer, either to make soup, to make conversation or to make 
tea, please pass your details to the church office and someone will 
be in touch with you soon.  

EILEEN BRUNTON
I first met Eileen when I was a young mother; there had been request one Sunday morning of help needed at 
The Afternoon Teas, so I offered my services. Eileen ran a tight ship and had high expectations of the team she 
led. Her baking was savoured by many especially her famous Carrot Cake.  I am definitely not a baker but 
Eileen being Eileen put me at ease and encouraged me by giving me some simpler recipes to try.  Little did I 
know then what good friends we would become in future years.

Eileen was a lady of wisdom who was always ready to give you her ear whether it was just a moan or 
something more that needed shared, she never judged and taught me lessons on grace. We never parted until 
we had shared a time of prayer together and I will treasure those moments. Her service to the church is to be 
highly admired; she was a dedicated Elder, belonged to many committees, helped pioneer afternoon teas, 
Elders Meals, a member of the Bible Study and so much more. Her work in Guiding was respected by so many.

Eileen took her diagnosis of cancer head on, she never felt sorry for herself but was thankful for the strength 
and support she got from her faith and Church Family. Eileen was always so thankful for everything folk would 
do for her and her Thank You cards where forever by her side as she felt it so important to thank people for 
gestures done.  After every hospital visit, she would write and thank the Oncologist and Macmillan Nurse for 
taking time to see her!  Eileen was such a thoughtful and kind person too; on the afternoon before she died 
after spending time with two friends she gave them a gift for our new grandson.  I thank God for bringing Eileen 
into my life and I am sad for myself that she has gone but pleased that she is finally reunited with her beloved 
Neil and has received her crown for having fought the good fight, finished her race and kept the faith.

Dawn Miller

http://www.facebook.com/westhillmessychurch


Other News
1st SKENE BOYS’ BRIGADE
Boys' Brigade resumed at the start of September and we are now well into our 
programme. Numbers in Anchors and Juniors are good, with around 20 boys in each 
section. The company section has a temporary dip in numbers, with seven boys. We 
have been using this as an opportunity to have Juniors and Company boys working 
together, with the older boys offering coaching to the juniors. We had one of our staff 
sergeants on 
d u t y a t t h e 

Braemar highland games on the 3 
September - a day he will long 
remember. As we look forward we 
have our service of dedication on 
Sunday 9 October at 7pm then the 
service of remembrance on Sunday 
13 November. As always, we have 
no waiting lists and all boys of 
school age are most welcome to 
come and join us.

Niall MacBeath

Company Captain

1st SKENE GIRLS’ BRIGADE
We started our new Session on the 29 August with an Enrolment / Fun Night, and we now have 
18 girls.  

We have no waiting list and if you would like to come along and see what we have to offer 
please call:

Fiona Cumming (Captain) on 07792471199 or fionacumming26@icloud.com

SKENE FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE - MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT
We take this opportunity to thank all who have donated so generously to Skene Fundraising Macmillan Cancer 
Support. 

We had a stall at Echt Show on Saturday 9 July 2022, it was the first time a show had been held since the 
pandemic. We were pleased to have raised £592.45.		On 6 August 2022 we held a collection at Tesco Westhill 
and raised £457.33 due to the kind donations of people shopping in the store.		

We supported a collection at Marks & Spencers for Macmillan on Friday 23 September and on Saturday 24 
September we held our annual coffee morning at Lyne of Skene Hall. 	We intend to hold a bingo night at the 
Ashvale Chip Shop in Inverurie at the end of October.  

You can follow us on facebook- Skene Fundraising Committee-Macmillan Cancer Support to read about these 
events. In addition we do place Posters around Westhill with the next up coming events.

To donate to Macmillan Skene Fundraising Committee go to macmillan-
org.enthuse.com

The funds raised by the committee remain within this area.

If you would like to be a volunteer or join our committee please contact 
me at the number below.

        Charity No SCO039907 Alison Troup -07974790765



Notices

We remember with thanksgiving those 
who have died recently, and  we offer 
their relatives our prayerful sympathy:

Sheila Howieson Brimmond Drive
Ian Henderson Carnie Ave
David Baker Mains Court
Margaret Cruickshank Lawsondale Drive
Betty Emslie Bellfield Care Home
Rhona Murray Deeside Care Home
Eileen Brunton Tor-Na-Dee
Isobel Shand Pitcairn
Moira MacLennan Badenscoth Nursing 

Home

The Church Office…… 
Eva Will is available from 9.00am to noon on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  Please get in 
touch by phone or email.

tel: 01224 742512
email: info.skeneparish@gmail.com 

The next issue of the Newsletter will be December.  
Please send articles to barbaraemmerson@ 
hotmail.com by Friday 18 November.

GUILD NEWS
Well, the new Guild year is fast approaching and we 
look forward to welcoming members, old and new, to 
our meetings.  Our Dedication Service will take place 
on Sunday 9 October at 11.15 a.m. at Skene Church 
and our first meeting will be on Monday 10 October 
at 2.00 p.m. in Trinity Church, Westhill when we will 
be entertained by the Skene Singers.  Our meetings 
run from October through to May and are held on the 
second Monday of each month, with invited speakers 
from varied groups. We are a friendly group and if 
you would like to join us we also offer a cup of tea or 
coffee and a "fine piece”.  Everyone welcome, men 
as well as ladies!! 

We are also delighted to announce that the 
magnificent sum of £1,302 was raised for the Guild 
Projects at at our recent Jubilee Tea which held to 
celebrate our late Queen Elizabeth's Platinum 
Jubilee.  Many thanks to all who contributed to the 
day and to all who came along to support us.

Flora Buthlay, Convenor

SAFEGUARDING
The safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults is 
of vital importance. If you see or hear something that 
concerns you, please contact Sheena McIntosh or Ann 
Paterson, Safeguarding Coordinators through:

Safeguarding.skeneparish@gmail.com

For non-church related concerns, contact either the 
local social work service or the police. Contact details 
are on the Safeguarding page of Skene Parish Church 
website .

BADMINTON
The Badminton group has recommenced playing on 
Monday evenings at 7.30pm. 

Beginners are always welcome and spare racquets 
are available to borrow for a trial if you are not sure.

If you are interested please drop Barbara a line at 
barbaraemmerson@hotmail.com

Please make our new 
members, Pam Austin, 

Marjorie Baker and Mrs E 
McBain, very welcome.

Congratulations to Deidre Cheyne 
and Garry Silver, and also to Jemma 
Hermanns and Ian Christie on their 
recent weddings.


