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70 years of faithful service is 
a truly remarkable 
achievement.  I hope that 
you managed to enjoy 
something of the Platinum 
Jubilee celebrations.  A 
once-in-a-lifetime event, for 
most of us.  Check out the 
photos from our event on 
Sunday.
During her reign, Queen 

Elizabeth II has witnessed an incredible amount of 
change.  Fourteen UK Prime Ministers have served her, 
amongst over 170 prime ministers from the 
commonwealth nations.  She has seen political and 
social upheaval, global and local crises.  And yet, she 
herself, has provided a sense of continuity for many of 
us.  Something like 85% of the British population has 
been born during her reign.  For the vast majority of us, 
we’ve always known her as our Queen.  She is, in many 
ways, a beloved institution – a ‘national treasure’.

During those 70 years, another beloved institution, the 
Church of Scotland, has also witnessed phenomenal 
change.  And it is currently wrestling with reform at all 
levels.  The recent General Assembly served to remind 
us of the many crises that we are facing – from the loss 
of members to loss of ministers, from too many 
buildings to too many presbyteries.  And of course, 
whatever happens nationally, affects us locally – in 

terms of our parish boundary, our relationship with 
neighbouring churches, our staffing, and our buildings.  
Over the coming months we, like every congregation 
around us, will continue to be in conversations about all 
of these and pray that God would grant us wisdom to 
discern His will for us, for our presbytery and for our 
denomination.  We pray too for our new moderator, Rt 
Rev Dr Iain Greenshields, in all he does.

During her reign, Our Queen has also observed the 
positive effects of change in the lives of her subjects.  
She has beheld many ‘firsts’ that have come through 
innovation, courage and determination.  And we have 
watched her adapt in response to each new era and to 
every challenge that has come her way.

In light of her example, 
a good question to ask 
ourselves is, ‘how are 
we adapting to the 
circumstances we find 
ourselves in?’  

In the Church, our 
stability comes not from 

the institution remaining the same, but from the God who 
brings it to life.  He calls us to trust His leading in and 
through every season.  To let go of anything that hinders 
us and to move forward with faith.  To grieve our losses 
but not to remain in the valley.  We pray that He would 
help us to respond to the challenges of our day with 
boldness, perseverance and creativity, by granting to us 
more of His Holy Spirit.  “For the Spirit God gave us 
does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and 

self-discipline.” 2 Timothy 1:7

Don’t forget to check out our service locations 
during the summer months and remember all our 
services will be at 10.30am.  When we are at 
Skene, a short, pre-recorded service will be made 
available via our YouTube channel.  We are also 
hoping to host some outdoor worship services 
and will share the details soon.

Blessings,

  Dear Friends……

Rev Stella

Sunday Services Details
Our Sunday services have recommenced in both buildings: 

Trinity – 10.30am
Skene – 11.15am 

 If you want to join us online: 
 We will be livestreaming from Trinity to our YouTube Channel 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQ-
wWCO2QUvEU8BhPTq_xfA   

You will find a link on our website and on our Facebook page.  
This will be at 10.30am every Sunday morning.  

You can subscribe to the YouTube Channel and each new 
service will appear in your notifications. 



Messages
Summer Services

We will be exploring the seven signs/wonders in John’s gospel during the summer months.

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES NEWS
Unbelievably, we have reached the 
end of the school year. We’ve had a 
great year of slowly getting back to a sense 
of normality, with most of our activities now 
resembling what they were before Covid protocols 
were a thing. It has been great to get back to not having to 
be in family groupings and actually interact with one another 
without hiding our smiley faces behind our masks!

At Messy Church, we’ve had a great term finding lost sheep 
across the parish, building (and knocking down!) the walls of 
J e r i c h o , 
thinking about 
Easter with 

our craft afternoon, and celebrated the resurrection at our 
Church Family Picnic. As we head off for our summer break we 
look forward to welcoming everyone back in August. Watch our 
F a c e b o o k p a g e ( h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
westhillmessychurch) or ask to be added to our mailing list for 
more details about what we have planned.

One of the highlights of last year was getting back in person for 
our Holiday Bible Club and this year is shaping up to be a lot of 
fun. Running in the last week of the school holidays (15–19 

 August) we will be heading off the lab with some mad scientists 
for Wonder Zone! We look forward to welcoming all those 
heading into P1 through to S1 for 5 mornings of fun. Sign up by 
heading over to https://form.jotform.com/221296086423355 by 
the end of June.

To all those that came along to any of our events this year, we 
want to say a massive thank you. We hope you have a great 
summer and look forward to seeing you again in the new term!

  Callum’s Corner



Other News

KNITTING for MALAWI
A huge ‘thank you’ to everyone who handed in the 
beautiful knitting and crocheting during April.  There 
are so many talented folk in our congregation and in 
the wider community.  The recipients in Malawi are 
always so grateful for the jumpers, toys, hats, 
cardigans and blankets as you can see in this 
photograph.
Earlier in the year, someone handed in some lovely 
crocheted squares sewn into a small blanket.  I 
needed to make this a little bigger so that a Mum in 
Malawi could use it to carry her baby around on her 
back.  How was I going to do this?  While pondering 

this, and don’t 
ask me why, the 
chain letters from days gone by popped into my head!  Ah-ha! An idea 
was formulating. – and so, the idea of a Chain Blanket came to be.  

To start it all off, I crocheted a round of clusters around the rectangular 
blanket and then passed it on to an unsuspecting friend, with the strict 
instructions that she had to do one round, in whatever colour she wished 
and then pass it on to someone else.  Well, this continued until we had a 
lovely big bright blanket of approximately the size required.
We even did a second one!  Over twenty people from our congregation 
and other friends became involved – crocheting, delivering and finding folk 
who could crochet.  It was a great community project.  Our Chain Blankets 
will soon be setting off on their journey to Malawi.  I hope that whoever 
receives these blankets will feel the love and kindness that was poured 
into their creation.  Thank you to everyone who used their time and talents 
in this project.

Sheila Gray

SKENE FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE - MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT
We take this opportunity to thank all who have donated so generously to Skene Fundraising Macmillan Cancer 
Support. 

We supported Boots, Inverurie in their collection for Macmillan on Saturday 30 April 2022.	 	We held a  Fizzy 
Flycup on Saturday 14 May 2022 in the Milne Hall, Skene, everyone enjoyed their afternoon and we are 
pleased to have raised the fantastic total of £2204.85

We will also have a stand at the Echt Show on Saturday 9 July 2022 and look forward to seeing you there.

At the end of September we will be holding our annual coffee morning, and we intend to hold a bingo night at 
the Ashvale Chip Shop in Inverurie at the end of October.  

You can follow us on facebook- Skene Fundraising Committee-Macmillan Cancer Support to read about these 
events. In addition we do place posters around Westhill with the next upcoming events.

To donate to Macmillan Skene Fundraising Committee go to macmillan-org.enthuse.com.	 	The funds raised by 
the committee remain within this area.

If you would like to be a volunteer or join our committee please contact me at the number below.

Charity No SCO039907												Alison Troup - 07974790765



Out and about



Out and about
Pla$num	Jubilee	Celebra$ons

On	Sunday	5	June	we	gave	thanks	for	the	
Queen's	70	years	of	faithful	service	in	our	
morning	and	evening	worship.		In	the	aAernoon	
we	joined	in	the	PlaDnum	Jubilee	CelebraDons	in	
Westhill,	displaying	the	entries	of	our	Crown	and	
Floral	Art	compeDDons.		

Our	thanks	go	to	the	judges	[Sheila	Watson,	Bill	
&	Sandra	wood	and	their	granddaughter,	June	
Dolman,	Graham	Leslie	and	his	daughter)	and	
the	Deputy	Lord	Lieutenant,	Mrs	Miranda	
McHardy,	who	helped	award	the	prizes.		Well	
done	to	everyone	who	entered	and	thanks	to	
the	Guild	for	a	lovely	cup	of	tea	and	fine	piece.		
The	Guild	raised	£180	for	their	projects.



Out and about

Dinosaur Hunt in Arnhall Moss

Junior Section

Company Hill Walk

Anchor Boys



Other News
1st SKENE BOYS’ BRIGADE
The formal Friday evening meetings for this year ended on 6 May when we held our 
Open Night and Presentation of Awards in Trinity Church.  This was first time since 2019 
we had been able to hold such an event and we tried a different format than in previous 
years.  This saw the Anchor Boys, Junior Section and Company Section all come 
together for the first time in several years and gave us an opportunity to celebrate and 
acknowledge the achievements of our youngsters.  

During the evening, each section 
presented an activity reflecting on 
what they had been doing during 
the session.  The Anchor Boys 
presented on “The Planets”, while 
the Junior Section held a Scavenger 
Hunt and the Company Section 
gave an illustrated presentation on 
their Expedition award outings in 
the Cairngorms.

This was followed with individual 
and team awards being presented 
to the boys in each section of the 
company which included the award 
of seven Presidents Badges to Adam Christie, Jason Collie, Leo Peerless, Jack Mateus, Craig Reid, Justin 
Davidson, Sam Orr and Cameron Kerr.  This was followed by the award the Queens Badge to six senior boys, 
Blair Burness, Ewan Hawick, Philip Moran, Leo Peerless, Jared Teismann and Manav Sankriti. 

All the sections are continuing to meet meantime, mainly for outdoor activities with the Anchor Boys enjoying a 
Dinosaur Hunt in Arnhall Moss, while the Junior Section went sailing at Loch of Skene and the Company 

Section boys have been on hill walks and 
cycle outings.   

We are now p lann ing re turn ing to 
Badaguish, near Aviemore for our Annual 
Camp from 1 – 8 July.   With all the boys in 
the Company Section attending, we are all 
looking forward to a busy week of outdoor 
activities, games and sports. 

Donald Struthers
Company Captain

(more BB photos on preceding page)

1st SKENE GIRLS’ BRIGADE
Our session will end on 13 June with our Open Night in Trinity Church at 7pm to which all 
parents and friends will be welcomed.  The girls will be showing off the physical items they 
have been practising over the last few months and they will be presented with their awards 
and trophies for the session at the end of the night also.

We will finish off on the 20 June with a visit from the Critter Keeper and then we will resume 
again on the 29 August with an Enrolment / Fun Night from 6-7.30pm where we will welcome 
back the girls and any new members too.  We have no waiting list.

Any queries please cal l Fiona Cumming (Captain) on 07792 471199 or 
fionacumming26@icloud.com

Queens Badge Awards

Juniors sailing at Loch of Skene



Notices

We remember with thanksgiving 
those who have died recently, and  
we offer their relatives our prayerful 
sympathy:

Mervyn Boyle Arnhall Drive
Iain Young Westhill Grange

The Church Office…… 
Eva Will is available from 9.00am to noon on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  Please get in 
touch by phone or email.

tel: 01224 742512
email: info.skeneparish@gmail.com 

The next issue of the Newsletter will be in August.  
Please send articles to barbaraemmerson@ 
hotmail.com by Friday 29 July at the very latest.  
This will be a bumper eight-page issue.

GUILD NEWS
Alas, our 2021 - 2022 session has drawn to a close 
but, fear not, we will be back again in October.  Covid 
has disrupted all of our lives over the past two years 
but, after a hesitant start, we have moved forward 
and enjoyed sharing friendship, fellowship and 
worship once again.  

It was interesting to share the experiences of our 
invited speakers and, at our May meeting, we 
especially enjoyed a musical interlude with Mrs 
Susan Zappert who brought along her harp and  
entertained us with delightful music and stories.  
Planning for our new session is well underway and 
we hope a varied programme will be enjoyed by all.  

Although we do not meet over the summer months 
we are looking forward to meeting together for 
afternoon tea at Raemoir Garden Centre in Banchory 
on Monday 4 July.  In recognition of our gracious 
Queen's Platinum Jubilee we will also be holding a 
special afternoon tea in Trinity Church on Sunday 4th 
September to which all will be welcome to join us - 
full details will be announced later.  

We are an open and friendly Guild and are always 
delighted to welcome new members.  Please contact 
our Convenor, Flora Buthlay, (buthlayf15@gmail.com 
- 01224 741186) if you would interested in coming 
along to join us. 

SAFEGUARDING
The safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults is 
of vital importance. If you see or hear something that 
concerns you, please contact Sheena McIntosh or Ann 
Paterson, Safeguarding Coordinators through:

Safeguarding.skeneparish@gmail.com

For non-church related concerns, contact either the 
local social work service or the police. Contact details 
are on the Safeguarding page of Skene Parish Church 
website .

RECYCLING
Soft Plastic can now be recycled at Marks and 
Spencer Simply Food in Westhill.  This might be 
handier for some of you than Tesco.

At Trinity and Skene, there is a facility to recycle 
aluminium foil.  Please do not put silver plastic in with 
the foil.  Silver plastic such as crisp bags and biscuit 
wrappers are classed as soft plastic as they are not 
made of aluminium.  Thank you.
           Sheila Gray

ABERDEEN ORPHEUS CHOIR
The concert was held at Skene Kirk during Christian 
Aid Week.  It was a wonderful evening and one which 
many will remember for a long time.  

Thanks to all who attended £880 was raised for 
Christian Aid.  

I am hoping that the choir will return for a Carol 
Concert in December but this has yet to be confirmed.  
More information will be available in the next 
Newsletter.

Margaret Mearns

BADMINTON
After the longest season-break in history we are now 
in a position to recommence Monday night Badminton. 

As ever this will be a social event, so not too 
competitive, and beginners are always welcome.  
Racquets are available to borrow for an initial trial if 
you are not sure.

The regular players have added another two years to 
their experience so it would be good to have some 
fresh faces to join us.

If you are interested in returning or just trying us out, 
please drop Barbara a line at 
barbaraemmerson@hotmail.com


