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Recently, after a sudden 
downpour, I noticed a 
beautiful rainbow seemingly 
rising up from the ground.  
Its colours were vibrant and 
stunning.  As I traced it 
t h r o u g h t h e s k y , I 
discovered that I could see 
both ends.  As I looked up 
more closely, I spotted a 

second rainbow above the first.  Unsurprisingly, I 
reached for my camera.  It is not too often one sees a 
full double rainbow.     
In scripture, we sometimes read of a ‘double portion’.  
For example, in Isaiah 61, we read of the amazing 
exchange economy that God operates for those he 
rescues.  

Freedom from captivity
Oil of gladness for mourning
Crown of beauty for ashes
Garment of praise for spirit of despair.

And a double portion for those who have been 
shamed, disgraced and disinherited.  A double blessing 
for those who have been broken and disappointed by 
life.  
For many, the lockdown continues to be a struggle.  
We are thankful for the restrictions that have kept us 
safe and that are now being eased.  But there is still 

much broken-heartedness.  We miss being together.  
We miss life from pre-Covid.  We miss all that we once 
took for granted.  As Rebecca Doel reflected on 
Promotion Sunday, this pandemic has made us re-
evaluate what is important to us.
But one thing is for certain.  God has not abandoned us.  
His goodness and love endure forever.  God’s 
faithfulness, depicted by a rainbow many generations 
ago, is steadfast.  
And whilst we may 
sow in tears, the 
promise is that we 
will one day reap 
with joy.  He will 
rescue us and set a 
new song in our 
hearts, which we will 
praise Him with.  The 
dawn will break on 
this elongated night-time and we will be rebuilt, restored 
and renewed.

O Joy that seekest me through pain,
I cannot close my heart to thee;
I trace the rainbow thro' the rain,
and feel the promise is not vain
that morn shall tearless be.

George Matheson 
(O love that wilt not let me go)

  Dear Friends……

Rev Stella

Livestreaming	link:	h1ps://zoom.us/j/699368908
Or	join	us	on	Facebook	–	Skene	Parish	Church.

Services	start	at	10.30am.
You	can	dial	in	simply	using	your	phone:		

Call	0131	460	1196		
The	PIN	number	is	699368908#

A	shortened	version	of	the	service	can	be	accessed	by	
calling					01224	087226.

Pastoral Care Helpline Number:
0785 161 3892

Thank you Skene Parish for welcoming and treating Sam as family while she 
was with you! We are forever grateful to you for showing Christ's love to Sam 
while in Scotland!  She made it home safely and is going through her own "re-
entry" and culture shock. We were so looking forward to visiting her and getting 
to meet and thank you, but alas were not able due to the Coronavirus crisis. 
We hope to be able to visit some time in the future! We pray God's blessings 
on you!      - The Cobb Family 



Church News
Easing out of lockdown

Thank you to all those who completed our online survey or 
telephone survey.  

It was clear that whilst we are all keen to return to physically 
gathering for worship a majority were not in favour of doing so 
just yet.  There are a number of concerns that exist.  These 
included living with the restrictions that would be in place in 
Phase 3 (and potentially beyond) – such as no live singing, 
wearing a mask and no refreshments.  Physical distancing 
reduces the capacity of our buildings and a number of people 
were concerned about the difficulties of managing numbers 
attending.  Unsurprisingly there was a strong desire not to be 
put in a position of having to turn people away, realising the anguish that might cause.  Many remain anxious about 
leaving their homes and returning into the community. 

On Tuesday night our church trustees (Kirk Session and Congregational Board) met on zoom to discuss the guidance 
received from the Church of Scotland about reopening our buildings and consider the results of our survey.  Over 50 
people tuned in, and it was lovely to see familiar faces smiling back on the screen.  A tremendous amount of preparation 
had gone into the meeting, and everyone was given an opportunity to participate.	

We came to the following conclusions:

Worship – we will continue to gather online for Sunday 
worship for the foreseeable future.  We will look to develop our 
livestreaming to include music recorded by our organist and 
worship group at Trinity.

We want to wait until restrictions have eased further before we 
consider gathering in person in a church building, which in the 
first instance would most likely be Trinity.  We will review this 
decision as the new school term begins in August.  
We understand that the vast majority of those who come to 
worship are missing the fellowship and opportunity to be with 
one another.  And we appreciate the sense of loss around 
singing hymns and enjoying live music.  We too long for the 
day when we will be able to be in one place and to sing our hearts out to God.

Funerals – we reached an agreement whereby we will explore moving towards reopening Trinity Church for funerals, 
with a limited capacity of attendees.  It will be necessary to complete the mandated risk assessments for the building 
and to discuss the arrangements with our local funeral director.  It is likely that this will take a little bit of time.  It was felt 
that the capacity of the ministry team and the work involved in opening the buildings meant our focus should be on one 
building only at the moment.  Graveside funerals are currently available, again with limited numbers.

Lets – Trinity is normally a hive of activity, with lots of different groups using the spaces available.  Although the summer 
months are always quieter, we are now looking ahead to the autumn term.  We again agreed to move towards reopening 
Trinity Church for lets, but this would be on a strict case by case basis.  We have to take into consideration the impact 
on cleaning and on how we manage the building in a safe way.  Our new Lettings Convenor, Liz Norris, is currently 
involved in developing the risk assessments and will be in touch with our regular lets to talk through possibilities in the 
not too distant future.  However, reopening for lets will depend on the regulations set down by the Scottish Government.

The debate and discussion raised lots of questions, not all easily answered.  We realise that some feel very isolated at 
the moment and we want to do more to help alleviate that.  The guidance is subject to change and in the space between 
me writing this paragraph and you reading it, it will no doubt have been updated again.  Our overriding sense was that it 
was important to take our time, to make sure we do everything appropriately and to continue to support one another as 
best we can.

In August we will return to the question of worship and in addition, we will be discussing the longer term implications of 
Covid-19 and changes within our denomination and Presbytery.  

If you have questions about these decisions, or want to make suggestions about how we respond to some of the 
challenges we are facing, please do not hesitate to get in touch with us.



Social News

We have a new gardener at Trinity.  Calum is keen to 
embrace our Eco Congregation status and is going to 
change the small grassy areas at the back of Trinity and 
the slope between the Church and Ashdale Hall into ‘wild’ 
areas.  This means you will see longer grass!  So, just to 
let you know, it’s not just uncut!  We hope that in time you 
will see a variety of wild flowers popping up and hopefully 
encouraging more bees and insects in our environment.

We have been offered some plants form the Council, so 
perhaps in the next week or so you might notice that the 
planters at the front of Trinity Church and perhaps Skene 
Church too will have the planters refreshed and looking 
smart.

1st SKENE BOYS’ BRIGADE
The Boys’ Brigade quickly responded to the challenges the ‘lockdown’ has brought to our 
normal activities and introduced the BB@Home programme.  This is a cross-age group 
package of activities, updated weekly, which boys undertake themselves or on-line with friends.  
This and our weekly family fun quiz has ensured regular contact with all the boys across the 
three sections of the company.  As an aside, we publish the weekly quiz on our FaceBook page 
with the answers available there a week later.  We would be delighted if members of the 
congregation also used these for their entertainment.  No prizes, just a bit of fun.

Congratulation to Sam Brooks of the Junior Section who was inspired by Capt Tom Moore’s 
amazing efforts.  Sam challenged himself to run 5K - with a difference.  His goal was to 

complete this distance with a large teddy bear on his back, to support the NHS and Cancer Research.  Sam set himself a 
target of raising £100, but actually raised over £1000.

We should have been enjoying our Annual Camp this week.  While it is disappointing to miss all the activities normally 
undertaken there, such as mountain biking, hill walking and canoeing, we have taken the 
opportunity to celebrate past camps by publishing photographs each night this week on 
Facebook.  

Some of these photographs date back to camps in the 1990s as well as more recently.  
There are some great photographs with great stories behind them and as always we 
encourage all our friends to visit us on-line there.   

We keep our Facebook page refreshed with photographs and news (plus our weekly 
quiz) so it is well worth a visit. 

Looking ahead we hope to be able to restart at least some face to face activities in early 
September

GOING THE EXTRA MILE !

Before the lockdown our elders regularly had contact with 
those in their “district” delivering information and 
communion invitations and speaking with many folks to 
keep them involved or helping with Stewardship.  

A few doorstep chats take place!  And while some Elders 
have modest sized districts that allow them to walk short 
distances to cover everyone, others have a bit further to 
travel.

We heard of one Elder’s visit where they truly went “the 
extra mile” !!!

Keith Heslop from Carnie is presently working overseas, in 
fact he has a key role as Business Development Manager 
for the Falkland Islands Development Corporation, in 
Stanley.  [Editor note – the Falklands are approx. 
15,000km = 8,000 miles from Aberdeen.]

Imagine his shock when a knock at his Stanley office door 
revealed his Skene Parish Elder and our Session Clerk!

In truth Joyce & Chris Pinnell were on a cruise around 
South America in February, and one port of call was 
Stanley, in the Falklands.  The opportunity could not be 
missed to call on Keith, give him his communion card, and 
pass on news from home!  
Thank you to all our elders and volunteers who have been 
working hard to stay connected with our congregation and 
care for those who need a wee bit of extra help.



Notices

Contact Us

We remember with thanksgiving 
those who have died recently, and 
we offer their relatives our 
prayerful sympathy:

Bill Arthur Rowan Drive, Westhill
James Christie Lawsondale Drive, Westhill
Elsie Duguid Simeon Care Home
Douglas Findlater Westhill
Robert Leslie Kinmundy Drive, Westhill
Ian Low Gullane, formerly Westhill
Ena (Georgina) Scott Bellfield Care Home

CONTACT THE MINISTER
Please note that the minister will be on leave from Tuesday 
21st July until Thursday 6th August.  If you have concerns 
during this period, please contact the church office.

We are delighted to see the opening of Bothy 57 in Kirkton of Skene during lockdown.  
This new business is owned by Stephen and Jill who previously ran the Village Store, 
and in time it will be a café with a small grocery.  The store has long been a feature in 
our parish and a number of familiar faces in the village have been involved in helping 
with the project.  A refurbishment is currently underway, which will include the addition of 
an accessible WC and a wood burning stove.  

The shop opened from late June to 
offer doorstep sales of hot and cold 
drinks, ice cream and tempting 
snacks.  Folks in the wider 
community have responded well to 

the relaunch and many have made the trip to try one of the very 
tempting ice-cream flavours.  The Gingerbread Man is particularly 
popular.  Bothy 57 is open from 10am to 7pm each day at the moment 
and we would recommend a visit.  It is a great way of supporting a 
local business in our parish.  If you would like to donate to the project, 
there is a dedicated page at https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-us-
build-bothy-57 or you can ask for the account details by contacting 
bothy57skene@gmail.com. 

The next issue of the Newsletter is September - please 
send articles to barbaraemmerson@hotmail.com by 23rd 
August.  Space is limited, so good news will get top priority!

The Church Office is closed.  Our Church Secretary, 
Fiona Robertson, will soon be returning from furlough on 
a part-time basis.  Until then the church office number and 
emails are being monitored by volunteers.  You can 
contact the office at info.skeneparish@gmail.com or by 
phoning 01224 742512. 

There is a weekly service sheet available on our website, 
by post or by email.  If you would like to receive it then 
please get in touch.  By email is preferable.  Our 
Facebook page is updated daily.


