
 
 

         
            

 

 

Dear Friends 
Firstly, for those who don’t know me, I am Rev Elspeth McKay and I am Minister at your 
neighbouring Parishes of Echt and Midmar.  I have been appointed by the Presbytery of Gordon 
to be your Interim Moderator whilst Rev Stella is away.  This means that I will occasionally be 
leading worship at Skene and Trinity and will also be taking some funerals, baptisms and 
weddings. 

One thing that I have learned in the time since I was appointed Interim Moderator is that at Skene 
you all work so well together.  So many people have stepped up and have undertaken tasks and 
jobs which has meant that my role as Interim Moderator has been much easier than I had 
anticipated!  There is such a wonderful Church community who pull together and get things done 
and give of their time and energy for the Church. 

I am writing this in the middle of Lent, but you will probably be reading this just after Easter.  The 
Thursday of Holy Week has come to be known as ‘Maundy Thursday’.  It is the day that we 
remember Jesus washing the feet of the disciples 
and the Last Supper.  Leonardo da Vinci painted 
what he thought the Last Supper as written in the 
Gospel of John would have looked like.  An image of 
the picture is on the right.  It is a late 15th century 
mural which is in the refectory of a Convent in Milan. 
The Last Supper portrays the reaction given by each 
disciple when Jesus said that one of them would 
betray him.  Bartholomew, James, son of Alphaeus 
and Andrew form a surprised group. Judas Iscariot, 
Peter and John form another group: Judas Iscariot clutches a small bag, Peter looks angry and 
John appears to swoon.  Thomas, James and Philip are the next group of three.  Thomas looks 
upset, James looks stunned and Philip looks as if he is puzzled.  In the last group of three, 
Matthew and Thaddeus look towards Simon to answer their questions. 

What is important, though, is that Jesus is surrounded by those who have accompanied him in his 
ministry.  These are the men he is the closest to, the ones he wants to be with before his death.  
They have been Jesus’ support network. 

We are told in John’s Gospel that Jesus got up from supper and took a towel, poured water into 
the basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet.  What an odd thing to do, the master washing 
feet, a job a servant would usually do.  We are told that Jesus said to his disciples Do you know 
what I have done to you?  You call me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am.  If I then, 
the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet you also ought to wash one another’s feet.  For I 
gave you an example that you also should do as I did you to. 

The story of the foot washing comes after the account of the disciples quarrelling as to who would 
be the greatest in the kingdom which they thought Jesus was about to set up.  No language 
spoken by Jesus is clearer and stronger than this passage from the Gospel. Jesus washing the 
disciples’ feet is showing us his humility and his dedication to service and we are encouraged – 
even more than that – instructed to do the same. 

I hope you had a happy Easter. Elspeth 
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Communion Services 

 

Please note that the sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated 
on the following dates: 

Sunday 4th June at Trinity Church at 10.00am and 7.00pm 
Sunday 11th June at Skene Church at 11.15am 

 

 

Prayer and Pudding – 1st Wednesday of the Month 
 

Come along, enjoy some time in prayer and some pudding for afters.  It 
is a great way to be involved with the life of the church and to take 
some time out with God. 

Our next Prayer and Pudding meetings will be on 3rd May and 7th June 
at 7.00pm in Trinity Church.   

 

 
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 2017 - 14th to 20th May - Appeal for collectors 

2017 is Christian Aid’s Diamond Jubilee year.  I had concerns last year 
about the effect of the Oil Industry downturn, but we had a dazzling result – 
the collection was down, but only by a small margin – so let’s sparkle again 
this year! 

Our order for 6,500 envelopes has been placed – we need collectors and we would be very happy 
to recruit more volunteers – from all denominations (the Church of Scotland organises on 
behalf of the community as a whole). 

Please contact either Marion or myself if you would like to help.  I am happy to split current 
districts into smaller areas for anybody willing to call at a limited number of homes.  If you are 
interested please contact Marion Stewart at MStewart@churchofscotland.org.uk or Elaine Percival 
at elaine_percival@talktalk.net or 01224 742925. 

Many thanks to all those who have helped in the past – we look forward to your continued support 
and hopefully lots of new volunteers.  Let’s make the Diamond Jubilee really sparkle and show the 
rest of the UK what a great community this is. 

Finally, we will try to get envelopes into as many homes as we can.  It may be that we can’t call 
back at every house, so if you get an envelope, but it’s not collected it can be handed in at Trinity 
Church, or give us a call and we will come out to collect it from you even after the week is over. 

Elaine Percival  
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24/7 PRAYING  
TOWARDS PENTECOST 

We will be joining in with churches across the UK and the globe to pray for a week during the ten 
days leading up to Pentecost. Starting Thursday 25th May 9pm till Wednesday 31st May 9pm. It 
will be a real challenge to fill in 168 hours of non-stop prayer but I know we can do it and I know 
God will bless each person for being obedient to this event. Please start now to look at your 
diaries and find a space to fit in having some time with God. You don't have to do it alone, you can 
be part of 24/7 Prayer with friends or family. 

We only need to look in the newspapers or watch TV to see how much our country and world is 
crying out for all kinds of desperate needs. We may have personal problems where we seek God 
to help and He has the answers. Come along and make a difference! 1 Chronicles 5:20 "....He 
answered their prayers because they trusted in him." 

If anyone has doubt of prayer being answered please read Red Moon Rising, Dirty Glory (Pete 
Grieg) and see how when God's people come together in prayer amazing things start to happen 
all over the world! 

For more information please phone Dawn Miller 01224 741406 

 
SUMMER SERVICES 
The dates for our summer services have been changed to take account of Holiday Bible Club.  So 
instead of joint worship at Skene first and then Trinity in August it will be the other way around. 

Joint Summer Services at Trinity Church at 10am on:  2, 9 and 16 July. 

Joint Summer Services at Skene Church at 11.15am on:  23 and 30 July, and 6 and 13 August. 

 

Holiday Bible Club 2017  
Holiday Bible Club this year is Guardians of Ancora 
– Part 2 - Treasure Seekers.  Once again join the 
Guardians of Ancora and find out what happens next 
to Swift and Shiner in their daily search for story 
treasures. This year’s stories are based on the gospel 
of Luke and we will be finding out about God’s plan to 
save His people. 

The club will run from Monday 3rd July to Friday 7th 
July from 10am to 12.15pm.  For children going in to 
P1 up to those in S1. 

If you would like to help out at HBC this year, please contact Fiona Murison.  Last year we had a 
fantastic team of leaders and helpers, and we would love to see this team grow. 

HBC will be held Trinity Church and the Ashdale Hall.  

Registration forms will soon be available on our website.                          
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OFFICE HOURS 
Church office is open each week as follows:                       

Mondays 9am to 12noon, Wednesdays 9am to 12noon, and Fridays 1pm to 4pm. 

Telephone Fiona/Church Office on 01224 742512 
E-mail – info.skeneparish@gmail.com  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Skene-Parish-Church-608795782601716  

Any changes to office hours will be intimated on the weekly Order of Services or on the church 
website.  For letting queries please contact Elizabeth Gray direct on 01224 740414.    
If you are a member and have recently moved house, or any of your contact details have 
changed, please contact Fiona on email or the church office. 

 

Café Worship 
This is our monthly informal service of worship, held on 

the first Sunday of the month.  We sit around tables, 
enjoying tea/coffee and chat and there is time for prayer, 

reflection and sung worship.  We look at how our faith 
impacts our lives and we create space for God to minister 

to us in prayer and in Holy Communion. 
 

Sunday 7th May – 7pm Trinity 
Sunday 4th June – 7pm Trinity 

 
Come and try something different! 

 

http://www.facebook.com/Skene-Parish-Church-608795782601716
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CONTACT THE MINISTER 

For pastoral issues, weddings, baptisms, hospital visiting, etc., please contact the Church Office 
(details on page 11) and Fiona will help direct your query to the relevant person. 

NEW MEMBERS 
We welcome the following new members to our congregation: 

Gabrielle Fletcher   28 Brimmond Drive, Westhill 
Graham Peter   Banchory 
Brenda Peter   Banchory 

If anyone is interested in becoming a member of the church, please contact the minister as above.   

 
   
DEATHS 
We remember with thanksgiving those who have died recently, and we offer their relatives 
our prayerful sympathy: 

Alexandra (Sandra) Baird  27 Fare Park Crescent, Westhill 
Robert Birse   15 Brimmond Crescent, Westhill 
Grant Carnegie   Bennachie Care Home, Inverurie 
Dorothy Cowin   2 Henderson Drive, Westhill 
Doreen Goldie   16 Morven Drive, Westhill 
Margaret Gowans   Pitcairn Lodge, Kirkton of Skene 
Edith Hocking   Fraserburgh 
Mary Lornie   23 Hillside Crescent, Westhill 
Olive McDonald   Blackhills Court, Westhill 
Edith Morrison   18 Westwood Drive, Westhill 
Lilian Munro   Pitcairn Lodge, Kirkton of Skene 
Roseanna Nicol   Pitcairn Lodge, Kirkton of Skene 
Katrina Noble   19 Straik Road, Elrick 
Rena Norrie   5 Hazel Drive, Westhill 
Peter Payne   7 Kirkton Road, Westhill 
Arthur Smith   Pitcairn Lodge, Kirkton of Skene 
 

All our Baptism, Wedding, Funeral and Thanksgiving and Blessing announcements are displayed 
in The Chronicle and on our website www.skeneparish.com.  If the family would prefer not to have 
their information inserted in either, please advise Rev Stella in advance.  

http://www.skeneparish.com/
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BAPTISMS AND BLESSINGS 
The birth of a son or daughter is a wonderful gift to be celebrated.  We would 
be delighted to join with you in marking this special occasion.  If you would like 
to discuss the possibility of a baptism or blessing for your child please contact 
the Church Office (see page 11).  Baptisms and blessings usually take place 
on the last Sunday of the month. 

 

BIBLE STUDY 
The Bible Study Group meets on Wednesday evening 7.30pm in the Haven. We come together to 
enjoy fellowship and discuss our faith journey. We use various DVD material to help stimulate 
discussion. It is an informal meeting and you are not asked to pray, talk (if you don't want to) but 
to enjoy learning from the material used and one another about our own experiences of God. 
Please feel free to come and join us and discover how exciting faith can be when we share it with 
one another. 

For more information phone Dawn Miller 01224 741406 

Some suggestions for reading: 

• The Shack  - William Paul Young (film also out in March but UK in June) 
• Red Moon Rising  - Pete Grieg (story of 24/7 prayer) 
• Dirty Glory   - Pete Grieg (exciting stories of the rise of 24/7 prayer across the 

globe; a great read for those who think Christianity is DECLINING!) 

 
PRAYER SPACE 
A prayer space is available in the Haven, Trinity Church before Sunday morning worship 9.20am-
9.45am for anyone who would care to join in praying for our church and community. Also for 
anyone with prayer requests. You will not be expected to pray out loud but to enjoy soaking in 
God's presence. 

 
TRANSPORT TO CHURCH 

It is appreciated that some members may have difficulty in attending Sunday morning Church 
Services owing to a lack of transport.  A “Transport Group” has been established that is willing to 
transport people to and from Church.  Anyone wanting a lift to Church should contact Malcolm 
Christie (01224 740100) or Chris Pinnell (01224 746773). 

 
CRECHE   
Crèche facilities for children ages 0-3 years are provided during morning worship in Trinity 
Church.  We are currently seeking additional volunteers to help on the rota.  Marion Stewart 
organizes the crèche and can be contacted on 01224 743407.  Crèche facilities can be provided 
at Skene Church in the event of a baptism.    
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Welcome to Skene Parish Church Messy Church page. 

Messy Church is held on the last Sunday of every month from 
4pm to 6pm within Trinity Church, Westhill.  It begins with 
singing some action songs before we race off and participate in 
lots of different kinds of crafts relating to that month’s theme. 
After we have made all our crafts we join together to hear more 
from the Bible theme, including some more singing and 
dancing. Once we are all tired out from all our crafts, singing 

and dancing we head to the back hall and enjoy a delicious meal together. If you have never been 
to Messy Church before we would love for you to join us at 4pm, Trinity Church on the last 
Sunday of every month except July (no Messy Church in July). We really do look forward to 
welcoming you and your children, grandchildren, and anyone else you would like to bring. 
 
Last year we explored together Jesus’ life on earth from choosing the twelve disciples, teaching 
people how to pray and the many miracles Jesus performed too. We learnt that God thinks we are 
more valuable than anything else and his gift to us is his love and it comes as a free gift which he 
will never take back. We learnt that God wants to help us no matter how big or small we are, or 
how badly we have messed up, or even if we have only messed up a little, God wants to help us 
always. We admitted that we can’t do everything on our own but with God’s help we can do what 
we think is impossible and that God is always ready and willing to help and guide us.   
This year we have been and continuing to explore what happened to Jesus after his death and 
resurrection (when he rose from the grave).  What did Jesus do next?  Where is he now? What 
did the disciples do after Jesus’ death and resurrection? What is our part in all of this?  Want to 
find out more and learn the answers to these questions, then come along and join us the last 
Sunday of every month, Trinity Church, Westhill at 4pm. 

If you would like more information, please contact Fiona via:  
developmentworker13@gmail.com  

In March we celebrated Jesus’ resurrection from the grave, recreated the passage on our wall 
display. We also celebrated Mothers’ Day and all the amazing mums at Messy Church.  
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We made vases to 
give to others as a gift 

And made Easter Blessing candle 
holders 

Created 
handmade cards 

for Easter 

 
Skene Parish Church would like to invite you to Messy Church.  It 
runs in Trinity Church, Westhill on the last Sunday of the month, 
starting at 4pm.  Come along as a family and join in the fun, 

through singing, crafts, games, bible stories and a lovely meal 
together to finish. 

 
Sunday 28th May 
Sunday 25th June 

Sunday 27th August  
Sunday 24th September 

Sunday 29th October 
Sunday 26th November – Messy Nativity 

Sunday 24th December – Messy Christingle Service 
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Jigsaw is our children’s Sunday school group, they meet every Sunday 
from 10am to 11am during the service, in the back hall of Trinity Church. 
Jigsaw is for children aged between 3 and 10 years old, with a separate 
crèche for children under the age of 3.  If you would like to come along/find 
out more please call Fiona on 01224 742512. 

 
 

Jigsaw are currently exploring what ‘WORSHIP’ is, they have been breaking worship down into an 
acronym and exploring each of the letters separately. ‘W’ for Worship, ‘O’ for Others, ‘R’ for Right 
& Wrong Actions, ‘S’ for Sharing, ‘H’ for Help, ‘I’ for I Not First But Others and ‘P’ for Praise & 
Prayer.  

Alongside this the children have been 
exploring the New Testament 
gospels Matthew and Luke, learning 
how Jesus’ teaching relates to each 
of the different areas within worship. 
For Sharing the children made a little 
box and filled it with different acts that 
they can do for others e.g. smile 
more, don’t argue with family 
members, be the first to say sorry, 
tidy up, do something without being 
asked. The children carefully chose 
acts which would challenge them 
while benefitting other people. 



10 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S UPDATE  
‘It is they who dream bright dreams that in the end deliver. 
Do not be afraid or ashamed to announce splendid hopes. 

It is enthusiasts the world needs and I pray you to be enthusiastic.’ 

These words were written by the Rev Professor Archibald Charteris, who was a man of great 
vision, a man ahead of his time and the one who gave inspiration for the ‘LIFE & WORK’ 
magazine; the Woman’s Guild (now known as THE GUILD) and the DIACONATE OF THE 
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 

There are fewer full-time employed Deacons than there were when I was commissioned in 1994, 
but Deacons continue to be enthusiastic in their calling to a Ministry of Word and Service 

Presently there are 40, working mainly in parishes; some as hospital Chaplains; one is a Care 
Home Manager (Dementia) with Crossreach; and recently one was appointed Sailor’s Society, 
Port Chaplain. 

In Jan. I chaired my first Diaconate Council meeting. It was held in St Mark’s in Stirling. It was a 
day of new beginnings for myself and the new Secretary, Catherine Wallace, and the group 
looking at a new Vision for the Diaconate, who presented their report to date. The Rev Angus 
Mathieson from Ministries Council/Partnership Development Secretary made a presentation to the 
outgoing Diaconate Secretary, Janie Martin. We were encouraged by the draft report to be 
presented in the ‘Blue Book’ for the General Assembly 2017 

As President of the Diaconate Council, I attended the ordination of a new Deacon, Pamela Scott, 
on 23 Feb 2017, at Lochgelly & Benarty: St Serf’s Church, in Dunfermline Presbytery. 

My role was to pin on the Deacon’s badge without injuring the new Deacon! 

I have had several trips down to the Church of Scotland offices in Edinburgh (‘121’ for shorthand) 
meeting with other Deacons who are part of the Diaconate Business Committee. Plans have 
started on the 25th anniversary conference of DRAE (Diakonia Region Africa & Europe) to be held 
in Edinburgh/ Musselburgh in the summer of 2019. The Church of Scotland Deacons hosted the 
first DRAE conference in Stirling in 1994. 

Before that, the big event for me will be attending the Diakonia World Federation Conference in 
Chicago from 28 June to 5 July. Since it is being held in the ‘Windy City’ the Conference theme is 
‘Shaken by the Wind.’ Let’s all be enthusiasts for Christ. 

From Marion Stewart: Deacon Skene Parish Church 

 
Easter 
Sorrow and Grieving 
Born of believing. 
Sharing the loss 
And the pain of the Cross. 
 
The grave’s inspection 
The Resurrection. 
Freed from our sinning. 
A New Beginning.   (by Sally Leiper)  
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A Scottish Deposit Return System for Drinks Packaging 

 
Every day millions of drinks cans and bottles 
are discarded, many ending up as litter in our 
countryside and in our seas.  Up to 12.7 million 
tonnes of plastic waste ends up in our seas 
every year, killing marine life, threatening 
ecosystems and entering the food chain. 
 
Deposit return means you pay a small deposit 
on every drinks can or bottle, which is refunded 
in full when you return your empty cans and 
bottles.  More than a quarter of a billion people 
around the globe already use this system on a 
daily basis: it’s popular and it works, with many 
countries seeing 95% or more of their empty 
cans and bottles returned.  This reduces litter, 
cuts costs for local councils, save on landfill 
and there will be more quality jobs in 
manufacturing and recycling. 

 
Scotland was ahead of others on the plastic bag charge, and this is the obvious next step.  With a 
deposit return system for Scotland we can not only help tackle our litter problem but also set a 
good example to the rest of the UK. 
 
Eco Congregation Scotland is supporting this campaign.  ECS are encouraging folk to sign a 
petition to go to the Scottish Government, sometime around May of this year.  If anyone is 
interested in reading more or signing the petition please go to www.haveyougotthebottle.org.uk  
 
We try very hard at both Skene Parish Church and Trinity Church to recycle as much as we 
possibly can.  If you use any of our facilities, we would ask that you help us to continue to do this.  
There are segregated recycling bins available in Trinity Church. 
 

Sheila Gray 
 

  

ECO CONGREGATION 
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TRINITY CHURCH GARDEN 
By the time you read this article, we will be well into spring.  
Already the gardener at Trinity has been tidying up the 
borders.  The spring bulbs are well through and some of the 
early crocuses and miniature daffodils are now in bloom.  

The bedding plants for the summer display have been 
ordered and we expect to have these in early June.  What an 
amazing display we had last summer and as you may have 
read in an earlier edition of the Chronicle, we were awarded 
the Best Community Area Trophy in the Westhill in Bloom 
competition run by Westhill and Elrick Community Council.  
Much of the planting is done by volunteers.  We will be 
looking for volunteers again this coming June.  We hope to 
have Sunday 11 June at 2pm as our big planting day. 
Refreshments will be served as usual of course!!  If you are 
interested in helping, please contact the Church Office.  We 
would be delighted to welcome you to the volunteer group.   

Looking well ahead, there will be a clear up in the Autumn and the beech hedge between Trinity 
and the Ashdale Hall is scheduled for a trim in early August.  Dates for these will be announced in 
the next Chronicle and in weekly Orders of Service. If there is anyone out there who would like to 
become involved, please do contact us for more information.                                                                               

Sheila Gray 

 

THE CHRONICLE 

Material for the next edition of the magazine must be in by 3rd July 2017.   

All material should be sent to Barbara Emmerson by e-mail at barbaraemmerson@hotmail.com or 
handed in to the Church Secretary at Trinity Church Office endorsed ‘Church Magazine’ 

www.skeneparish.com 

Skene Parish Church SC009462 
This issue is printed by Johnston Reid  

Deadline for submission of material Ready for uplifting by distributors 

Monday 3rd July 2017 Friday 28th July 2017 

Monday 2nd October 2017 Friday 27th October 2017 

mailto:barbaraemmerson@hotmail.com
http://www.skeneparish.com/
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1st SKENE BOYS’ BRIGADE  
Across the company, activities are now focused on completion of badge work 
and preparation for the annual ‘Open Nights’ which traditionally concluded the 
formal aspects of the session.  Two senior boys, Aiden Rorie and Nathan Corr 
successfully completed the final stages of the Queens Badge and received their 
awards at the joint Junior / Company Section Open Night on Friday 21st April.  
The Anchor Boys’ also conclude their session with a Parents Evening in Trinity 
Church Hall on Friday 5th May.   

With the formal session completed, both Company and Junior Sections continue to meet on 
Friday evenings to participate in indoor and outdoor activities.  A group of boys from the Junior 
Section will be attending an Adventure Weekend at Abernethy Outdoor Centre while the Company 
Section Boys will be taking part similar event at Scott Lodge in Glen Clova.    

During Spring we have continued our outdoor activities with two cycling outings.  The first, a night 
ride on the Deeside Railway line which featured a first aid training exercise while the second, also 
on the same line from Dinnet to Ballater included a treasure hunt. 

 
Looking ahead, we are planning to have our usual Hot Dog Stall at the Westhill Gala so if you are 
passing please stop and visit us.   

The session finishes with us departing for our Annual Camp at Badaguish near Aviemore on 
Friday 30 June.  This is a superb location which provides wonderful opportunities for the boys to 
spend the week participating in a wide variety of outdoor activities.   

As can be seen from visiting our website, www.1stskenebb.co.uk or our Facebook page we 
provide a wide range of indoor and outdoor activities to meet boy’s natural enjoyment of games, 
and spirit of adventure.  We get many visitors on our Facebook page so why not join them and 
see what we get up to. 

Donald Struthers 
Captain                                                                                   www.1stskenebb.co.uk 
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1st SKENE GIRLS’ BRIGADE  
On the last Monday of March we held our annual open night, where we showcase 
all the activities we have been doing throughout the year like dancing, figure 
marching and drama. Back in February we had 2 ladies from the church come to 
teach us how to make pancakes, where we even got to munch on a few (or more 
than a few!) and I think we all agreed that they were delicious! 

In April we all visited the Garioch Bowling Centre in Inverurie to play 10-pin 
bowling and also had our supper to celebrate the end of the year. Also in April, 
Claire Jamieson completed her officer training to become a full officer within the 
1st Skene Girls’ brigade. We have our enrolment evening on the 28th August 

where we hope to see many old and new faces! 

Nicole Blanchflower 

Warrant Officer 
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KNITTING FOR MALAWI 
 

We would like to thank everyone who has handed in a 
fantastic selection of wonderful knitted items during the 
month of March.  Some of these will go to Malawi through 
Gordon Presbytery.  This will be the last shipment, for the 
time being, through the Raven Trust to our mission partners 
at the Nkhoma Hospital.  However, we are still delighted to 
take your wonderful knitting.  This will go to the Blantyre area 
of Malawi through the Dalitso Project.  This is run by Sheila 
and Fraser Dunphy of St Andrews Church, Arbroath.  All the 
knitting received will be much appreciated when it arrives in 
Malawi.  

Sheila and Fraser also take a selection of excess medical 
items donated to us by local hospitals.  We keep those involved in these projects in our prayers.  
Below is a copy of a letter sent from Malawi to thank us for the last consignment of medical items 
that was shipped out.  

Sheila Gray 
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SKENE COMMITTEE OF MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT  
The Dunecht Burns supper held on Friday, 27rd January 2017, raised £1,566 and was once again 
a sell-out. Thanks to everyone who supported this event and helped to make it such an enjoyable 
evening. The Burns Supper is already booked for 2018. 

As part of a national “Mammoth Quiz” for Macmillan, a quiz night was held in the Lyne of Skene 
hall on the 24th February. This event was a huge success, with a packed hall. Teams enjoyed 8 
rounds of questions, covering a variety of subjects. This event raised £636 and will probably now 
be a fixture in our calendar. 

A house-to-house collection took place in the local area from 17-23rd April. We are very grateful to 
all our volunteers who helped with this. Over the years our area has increased. If you would like to 
help with this in the future please get in touch with a committee member. 

The annual Macmillan Walk will be on Sunday, 28th May at Kirkton of Skene, from 5.30-7pm, 
Participants walk from the Milne Hall to Skene Primary school and back. Refreshments are 
available in the Milne Hall and entry is by donation. Please come along to this event - bring 
friends, meet neighbours and enjoy the stroll. 

The committee are arranging further events during the year, including our usual stall at Echt show 
and the coffee morning. We also hope to add a couple of new events.  Please follow Macmillan on 
our Facebook page by going to www.facebook.com/skenefundraising or searching for Skene 
Fundraising Committee - Macmillan Cancer Support on Facebook.  

During 2016 the committee raised over £16,000 for the benefit of local patients and their families. 

Thank you to all who support our fundraising events. If you have a little time to spare – why not 
join in our fundraising activities?  

Kath MacBeath 

 
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON TEAS 
Wednesday Teas started again on the 15 February 2017 after a 
two month break.  The new team leaders have all settled in and 
everyone is delighted that we are back up and running.   

Once again Wednesday Teas are supported by a loyal group of 
helpers, servers and bakers and we are most grateful to them 
all.  We would also like to thank all our loyal customers for 
turning up rain, hail or shine for their cuppa and a fine piece! 

Teas will be held on Wednesdays during term time but not on the first Wednesday of each 
month when the Action Group Afternoon Service is held. 

We look forward to your continuing support and we very much look forward to welcoming new 
friends. 

Anyone interested in helping or baking, please give us a call. 
Contact Sheila Gray on 01224 744951 
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ACTION GROUP 
On Saturday, 25th March we held our 2 concerts/parties and around 100 people seemed to enjoy 
the experience. The entertainment was a group of seven called Audacity and they entertained us 
with a variety of songs known to the audience and some very humorous recitations. There was a 
bit of rivalry between the tables when it came to the quiz, especially in the evening, and total 
confusion but a great deal of fun when it came to Pass the Parcel. A huge thank you to all who 
helped make the day such a success.  Some photos of the fun day are on the inside front cover. 

The afternoon services continue to be held on the first Wednesday of each month at 2pm in Trinity 
but we will take a break in July and August. Our numbers continue to grow and we still provide 
transport via a mini bus should you require it. If you would like to use this transport, please contact 
me on 741672 

Morag Hendry [Action Group Co-ordinator] – 01224 741672 

 
SOCIAL COMMITTEE 
Events to watch out for. 
Midsummer madness family meal 
To be held on Saturday 24th June and will included a meal and some fun activities in the field 
behind Trinity Church if the weather is fine and in the back hall if it is not. Please look out for 
further details soon. 

Performance by performers from the Aberdeen International Youth Festival 

This will be held in August as usual but we are still waiting for confirmation of the date but posters 
will be displayed around the area with all the information prior to the event. 

Liz Norris 

 

SKENE PARISH CHURCH GUILD 
As we draw towards the end of the Guild session for this year we are delighted to announce that 
Flora Buthlay has agreed to become our president, a position which she will fulfill very ably.  Our 
entertainment at our April meeting together with members from other Guilds, was provided by Rev 
Gillean Maclean from Udny and Pitmedden. 

On 8th May “The Great Dames” are giving us a musical evening and then on June 5th we finish 
our session with a visit to Blairs College Museum. 

Another important date for your diaries is Saturday 3rd June when we have our Summer Fayre.   

All will be welcome at all our meetings but for the June outing if would be helpful if people wishing 
to join us let one of the committee know. 

Margaret Smith 
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ABERDEEN ORPHEUS CHOIR 
Aberdeen Orpheus Choir will be returning, by popular demand, to Skene Parish Church, Kirkton of 
Skene on Friday 19th. May 2017 at 7.30pm. 
This is guaranteed to be a wonderful and varied musical evening and tickets will go quickly! 

Tickets priced £8 (concessions £5) are on sale now from Trinity Church office (01224 742512) or 
from Margaret Mearns (01224 740176). All proceeds will go to CHRISTIAN AID. 

Margaret Mearns 

 
SKENE SINGERS 
From musicals such as “Lion King” to songs from the Beatles and Queen; just part of the Skene 
Singers’ concert programme on Tuesday 6th June at 7.30pm in Trinity Church, Westhill.  Come 
along and join the fun.  Great music – good banter.  No tickets required but donations to choir 
funds gratefully received.  Join us for a cup of tea following the concert. 

Jos Ludwig 
Skene Singers Conductor 

 
WESTHILL VISUALLY IMPAIRED PERSONS GROUP 
The Westhill Visually Impaired Persons Group meet in the Westhill Library meeting room on the 
second Wednesday of each month from 1pm to 2.30pm. 

For more details please contact Doreen Moran 01467 643773.  New Members will be made very 
welcome. 

Any problems please contact helenpitblado246@btinternet.com 

 
SUNDAY TEAS 
Sunday teas at Trinity continue after the 10.00 am service.  We hope to see as many regulars as 
possible and would welcome newcomers to enjoy some fellowship together with tea or coffee and 
biscuits.  Payment by a small donation helps to maintain church funds. 

The more helpers we have the better, so if you are interested then please contact Barbara 
Emmerson on 01224 901768 or barbaraemmerson@hotmail.com. 

 
BADMINTON 
We meet every Monday (except the second of the month) in the small hall at 7.30 pm.  This is a 
fun session, so no ability is required except enthusiasm.  Spare rackets are available for anyone 
wanting to give it a try.  Cost is £2 per session towards equipment and electricity costs.   

Barbara Emmerson 01224 901768 or barbaraemmerson@hotmail.com   



19 
 
 

COLOURING PAGE 
Nehemiah 8:10  
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M i l n e  H a l l  
K i r k t o n  o f  S k e n e  
Planning is well underway to make a further meeting /  
multifunction room and the extension and upgrading of the kitchen. 

Future Events: See Facebook Page for further details.  

Regular activities: 

� A Social ‘Tea Dance’ Group meets on Tuesday afternoons 1.30 - 3.30pm. 
� Jazzercise, 7.15-8.15pm every Thursday. 
� Children and young adult Highland dance classes on Friday evenings. 
� Skene Pre-School Playgroup Mon - Fri mornings during term time. 
� Skene Women's Rural Institute – 1st Wednesday of each month. Phone Mary Gray - 

01224 743285  
� Westhill Sooyang Do martial art group hold classes for children and adults on Monday 

evenings.  Phone Chief Instructor Dave Bremner: 07970188825. 
� Indoor bowling every Tuesday evening.  All welcome. 
� Skene Youth Club for Primary 1 - 7, Thursday evenings 6 - 7pm during term time. 

Our hall can be booked for children's parties, funeral teas etc. 

For booking enquiries phone Mary Gray on 01224 743285.  Milne Hall Management Committee is 
registered as a charity (SC045034).  Help wanted.  If you feel you could contribute in any way in 
looking after and improving the hall, you will be made most welcome.  Please contact 01224 
742804. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Apart from the Church Services each week and the regular meetings of Church organisations, the 
programme for the next few months is: 
 

MAY    

Wednesday 3rd   Prayer and Pudding (p.9) Trinity 7.00pm 

Tuesday 6th  Skene Singers Concert (p.25) Trinity 7.30pm 

Monday 8th Guild – “The Great Dames” (p.24) Trinity 7.30pm 

Sunday 7th  Café Worship (p.11) Trinity 7.00pm 

14th to 20th  Christian Aid Week (p.9)   

25th – 31st  24/7 Praying towards Pentecost (p.10) Trinity  

Friday 19th Aberdeen Orpheus Choir (p.21) Skene Church 7.30pm 

Sunday 28th  Messy Church (p.15) Trinity 4.00pm 

Sunday 28th  Macmillan Walk (p.23) Milne Hall 5.30pm 

JUNE    

Saturday 3rd  Guild Summer Fayre (p.24) Trinity  

Sunday 4th  Holy Communion (p.9) Trinity 10am/7pm 

Sunday 4th  Café Worship (p.11) Trinity 7.00pm 

Monday 5th Guild visit - Blairs College Museum (p.24)   

Wednesday 7th    Prayer and Pudding (p.9) Trinity 7.00pm 

Sunday 11th  Holy Communion (p.9) Skene Church 11.15am 

Sunday 11th  Big Garden Planting Day (p.19) Trinity TBA 

Saturday 24th   Midsummer Madness Family Meal (p.24) Trinity TBA 

Sunday 25th  Messy Church (p.15) Trinity 4.00pm 

JULY    

Monday 3rd    Last date for “Chronicle” submissions (p.19)  
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