
 
 

         
            

 

 

Dear Friends 
The summer term usually involves end of 
year shows in each of our local primary 
schools.  The kids and teachers work hard 
and put on fantastic productions for family 
and friends to enjoy.  It is a wonderful 
opportunity to celebrate our children and 
young people.   

This year, Marion and I got the opportunity 
to attend Pirates of the Currybean at Skene 
School.  A swashbuckling story set on the 
high seas with sailors, pirates, mice (and a 
cat!) and health and safety inspectors.  
There was the obligatory treasure map, 
where X really did mark the spot.  The hunt 

for buried treasure featured many laughs and great singing.   

Jesus told many wonderful stories, 
known as parables.  One such story 
involved a man digging in a field.  He 
discovers treasure that has been 
buried there.  In Jesus’ day this was 
not too unusual as people would 
often bury treasure if they knew they 
were about to be attacked by 
enemies.  Their hope would be that 
at some point in the future they could 
come back home and dig up their 
precious belongings.  When the man 
finds the treasure he recognises just 
how valuable it is – but he also 
knows the law.  In order to claim the 
treasure, he must first own the field.  So, he sells everything he has and buys the field.  
Then he can return and dig up the treasure for himself.   

What kind of treasure could possibly be worth such a high price? 

Jesus explained that the Kingdom of Heaven is such a treasure.  The truth of knowing 
God and being known by him.  The joy of being counted as one of God’s family.  The 
place of being under God’s care, protection and rule.  The peace of knowing that we 
are forgiven and filled with new life that extends into eternity.  
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There are many things in life that we treasure - family, friends, health, mementoes that remind us 
of special events or people, achievements, to name just some.  But the real treasure in this life is 
to discover the love of God for us through Jesus Christ.  That is treasure worth digging for! 

Over the summer months we are spending time thinking about the treasures associated with our 
faith – from hymns and bible readings to prayers and each other.  Words or music that have 
encouraged us, inspired us, comforted us, challenged us or nurtured us.  People who have 
walked alongside us in faith and taught us what it means to be a Christian.  Truths that resonate in 
our hearts and give us hope for the future – especially when life is challenging.  We will be sharing 
them and celebrating them.   

Something which has been very precious to me this year is the love and support I have received 
from many folk from across the parish.  It is very much appreciated and I want to express my 
thanks to all those who have stepped up and helped in lots of ways in our church.  Enjoy the 
summer months and we look forward to discovering more treasure as we seek God together. 

Yours in Christ,  

Rev Stella 
 

 

 

Café Worship –  
First Sunday of the month at 7pm – 
Trinity Church 
A service of quiet reflection, with communion and 
prayers for healing. 
We meet around tables and begin with tea/coffee.  
What that means is that we know who we are 
worshipping with and we get an opportunity to catch 
up with folks before catching up with God.  The 
service is informal, and includes a short reflection on a 
bible passage – with plenty of time for your own 
conversation with God.  There is the possibility of 
having someone pray with you, if you would like.  But 
there is also the possibility of coming and being still 
before God.  As we begin to face a new week, this can 
be a time of refreshment and reorientation.  Start your 
week with God.  Make room for the Holy Spirit.  See 
the difference that it makes. 

Please note that Café Worship will be held on the following dates in the autumn: 

Sunday 3rd September 
Sunday 1st October  
Sunday 5th November 
Sunday 3rd December 
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Communion Services 

Please note that the sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated on 
the following dates: 

Trinity Church September 3rd 10am and 7pm 
Skene Church September 10th 11.15am  
Trinity Church October 4th 2pm – Afternoon Tea Service 
 

 
 

Prayer and Pudding – 1st Wednesday of the Month 
Our next prayer and pudding will be on Wednesday 6th September at 
7.30pm at Trinity Church.  Come along, enjoy some time in prayer and 
some pudding for afters.  It is a great way to be involved in the life of 
the church and to take some time out with God.  In both churches there 
is an opportunity to write down any prayer requests you may have and 
place them in the allocated boxes.  These will be included in our prayer 
and pudding evenings.   

Thank you so much to the team who organised our recent 24/7 Event – 
Thy Kingdom Come.  We had non-stop prayer for 168 hours, with many people coming along to 
our prayer room for the first time.  It was an amazing week, in which God was at work.  We are 
already starting to think about Thy Kingdom Come 2018! 

 
 

Holiday Bible Club 2017  
A huge thankyou to everyone who took part in our 
Holiday Bible Club this year.  There is always a big 
team of people involved, from across our churches – 
including those who help out behind the scenes.  We 
appreciate all the support that we receive to enable 
us to provide a fun and safe environment for kids to 
come and enjoy a week of activities through which 
they learn more about Jesus.  Check out the centre 
pages for photos for this year. 
 

P.S   A huge thanks to everyone involved who made the Holiday Bible Club Cafe such a success. 

Many thanks to our sponsors - Milton Brasserie, Caber Coffee and Marks and Spencer’s for 
donations of cups, tea and coffee, juice and shortbread - and a special mention for the Percy Pigs! 

Further thanks to all our bakers who made an amazing selection of cakes, cookies, and many 
delicious home bakes enjoyed by all.  To the ladies and gentleman who so freely gave of their 
time and encouragement to man the cafe - my thanks to you all - I could not have done it without 
you! 

Until the next time……….. Barbara  
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These are a few of our favourite things: 

 

In June this year we asked our congregation to select their favourite hymns, 
which we are currently singing our way through.  Here are the top choices: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also asked for favourite bible passages.  Here are the top results: 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Favourite Hymns 
1. O Lord my God, when I in awesome 

wonder 
2. Amazing Grace 

Great is thy faithfulness 
3. Be still for the presence of the 

Lord 
Love divine, all loves excelling 
The Lord’s my shepherd 

    

Favourite Bible Passages 
1. Luke 10:25–37     The Good Samaritan 
2. 1 Corinthians 13 
3. Luke 15:11–32     The Prodigal Son 
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Where is your God? 
 

This is the question that is often asked in the 
midst of turmoil and suffering.  Sometimes in 
anger, sometimes in confusion, sometimes in 
despair.   

But it’s not a new question.  We find it recorded 
in the Psalms.  “My tears have been my food 
day and night, while they say to me all the 
day long, “Where is your God?” Psalm 42 

Or the question might be – ‘Why does a 
good God allow suffering?’  Or ‘Why isn’t 
your God doing something to stop this evil?’ 

These questions are not easy to voice, to hear 
or to answer.  But whilst we may be 

uncomfortable with them, we cannot ignore or dismiss them.  They represent a genuine response 
to the kinds of horrors we have witnessed in recent months.  Whether in the tragedy of Grenfell 
Tower or in the unfolding of terrorist attacks in Manchester and London or in the natural disasters 
and epidemics that often impact the most vulnerable in the world or in the political instability of this 
season.  There is much that has left us feeling shaken. Albeit that the overwhelming response of 
those most deeply affected has been of courage, compassion, unity and determination.  We have 
witnessed outpourings of kindness and love as well as deep cries for justice and change.   

As Christians, how do we respond when the lives of those around us are filled to the brim with 
pain, grief is raw and questions are being asked?   

There is a beautiful moment in the 
story of Job, in the Old 
Testament, when his friends come 
to visit him.  He has suffered huge 
losses, including his family, his 
wealth and his health.  The story 
goes on “When they first caught 
sight of him, they couldn’t believe 
what they saw—they hardly 
recognized him! They cried out in 
lament, ripped their robes, and 
dumped dirt on their heads as a 
sign of their grief. Then they sat 
with him on the ground. Seven 
days and nights they sat there 
without saying a word. They could 
see how rotten he felt, how deeply he was suffering.”  Their response was to sit with their friend 
and acknowledge just how terrible his situation was.   

Whilst we are most definitely called to comfort and alleviate suffering – to act where we can to 
bring hope and to practically offer support - sometimes we can be too quick to want to solve 
problems rather than simply to accompany others and listen to their story.  Sometimes we think 
we have to answer all the questions ourselves, when perhaps what is needed is a willingness to 
accept the question and let it reverberate for a time.  We know that the Psalmists were really good 
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at asking God questions.  It formed 
part of their worship – even the most 
agonising questions.  Perhaps we 
need to be better at sitting with the 
questions.   

Of course, there may come a time 
when it is appropriate to say what we 
think about suffering and God.  Much 
has been written on the subject.  But I 
want to offer three thoughts.   

Firstly, God is not unaware of what it is 
to suffer.  The photo of the 3 crosses 

remind us that Jesus was crucified.  He was beaten and mocked and killed.  God watched his only 
beloved Son die at the hands of his created humanity.  God understands suffering.   

Secondly, our world is broken in multitudinous ways and we are broken too.  We are capable of 
incredible acts of love.  But in truth we are also capable of hurting others and making mistakes 
and, in the worst of cases, causing grievous pain and harm.  Sin and suffering are exactly the 
reasons why Jesus died on the cross.  Our world is not fair and none of us are perfect.  But Jesus 
overcame that through his death and resurrection.  One day, all the pain of this world will come to 
an end.  And in Jesus and with the power of the Holy Spirit, we have the opportunity now to live 
differently and to make a difference.   

Finally, God promises again and again and again that he will never abandon us.  We may not 
understand the ‘why’ of suffering but we can draw strength from God’s commitment to be with us, 
even in the darkest of valleys.  

Whatever your response may be, can I encourage you to talk to God about it.  Prayer is one of our 
most powerful responses to suffering.  But in it we need to be honest and open with God.  Pour 
out your heart for yourself and for others and ask him ‘where are you?’ 

Reversed Thunder 

If God reigns 
He can weather it. 

So pray with the passion  
of the psalmist 
When fact and faith collide 
don’t rein it in: 
answer him back. 
This God who has spoken 
requires us to speak 
in response 

So thunder at heaven 
let sparks fly 
feel the restless earth, rumbling on 
live in the tension 

And wait for the rain.   Bridget Braybooks (Something Understood) 
www.bridgetbraybrooksart.co.uk  
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CONTACT THE MINISTER 

For pastoral issues, weddings, baptisms, hospital visiting, etc, please do not hesitate to contact 
Rev Stella direct.  The Manse telephone number is 01224 745955 or you can e-mail 
SCampbell@churchofscotland.org.uk. 

 
BAPTISMS 
It has been our pleasure to welcome to our Church Family by Baptism: 

Cameron George Mitchell  6 Broadshade Crescent, Westhill 
Isla Jane Mutch   75 Keir Circle, Westhill 

WEDDINGS 
As they begin their married life together, we offer our congratulations to: 

Nikki Morison and Mark MacDonald 15 Broadshade Drive, Westhill 

NEW MEMBERS 
We welcome the following new members to our congregation: 

Jean Baillie   11 Westdyke Terrace, Westhill 
Elizabeth Riddell   55 Burnland Crescent, Westhill 
William Riddell   55 Burnland Crescent, Westhill 
Frances Milne   22 Larg Drive, Westhill 
Linda McGinn   Hamewith, Straik Road, Elrick 

If anyone is interested in becoming a member of the church, please contact the minister as above.   

DEATHS 
We remember with thanksgiving those who have died recently, and we offer their relatives 
our prayerful sympathy: 

Wilma Brand   23 Kinmundy Avenue, Westhill 
Yvonne Collie   Pitcairn Lodge, Kirkton of Skene 
Jennifer Cowie   Methlick 
Eric Macaulay   Cults 
Lena Macbeath   48 Kinmundy Avenue, Westhill 
Sheonagh Mackinnon  Kirriemuir 
John Robertson McDonald  34 Westdyke Drive, Westhill 
Robert McDougall   Mastrick, Aberdeen 
Gladys Morrice   8 Fare Park Gardens, Westhill 
Frederick Paterson   Pitcairn Lodge, Kirkton of Skene 
Laura Shepherd   5 Lea Rig, Westhill 
Vera Todd   35 Westdyke Drive, Westhill 
Helen (June) Watt   17 Arnhall Crescent, Westhill 

All our Baptism, Wedding, Funeral and Thanksgiving and Blessing announcements are displayed 
in The Chronicle and on our website www.skeneparish.com.  If the family would prefer not to have 
their information inserted in either, please advise Rev Stella in advance. 

http://www.skeneparish.com/


8 
 
 

 
BAPTISMS AND BLESSINGS 
The birth of a son or daughter is a wonderful gift to be celebrated.  We would be delighted to join 
with you in marking this special occasion.  If you would like to discuss the possibility of a baptism 
or blessing for your child please contact Rev Stella.  Baptisms and blessings usually take place on 
the last Sunday of the month. 

OFFICE HOURS 

Church office is open each week as follows:                       

Mondays 9am to 12noon, Wednesdays 9am to 12noon, and Fridays 1pm to 4pm. 

Telephone Fiona/Church Office on 01224 742512 
E-mail – info.skeneparish@gmail.com  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Skene-Parish-Church-608795782601716  

Any changes to office hours will be intimated on the weekly Order of Services or on the church 
website.  For letting queries please contact Elizabeth Gray direct on 01224 740414.    
If you are a member and have recently moved house, or any of your contact details have 
changed, please contact Fiona on email or the church office. 

BIBLE STUDY 
The Bible Study Group meets on Wednesday evening 7.30pm in the Haven. We come together to 
enjoy fellowship and discuss our faith journey. We use various DVD material to help stimulate 
discussion. It is an informal meeting and you are not asked to pray, talk (if you don't want to) but 
to enjoy learning from the material used and one another about our own experiences of God. 
Please feel free to come and join us and discover how exciting faith can be when we share it with 
one another. 

For more information phone Dawn Miller 01224 741406 

PRAYER SPACE 
A prayer space is available in the Haven, Trinity Church before Sunday morning worship 9.20am-
9.45am for anyone who would care to join in praying for our church and community. Also for 
anyone with prayer requests. You will not be expected to pray out loud but to enjoy soaking in 
God's presence. 

TRANSPORT TO CHURCH 

It is appreciated that some members may have difficulty in attending Sunday morning Church 
Services owing to a lack of transport.  A “Transport Group” has been established that is willing to 
transport people to and from Church.  Anyone wanting a lift to Church should contact Malcolm 
Christie (01224 740100) or Chris Pinnell (01224 746773). 

CRECHE   
Crèche facilities for children ages 0-3 years are provided during morning worship in Trinity 
Church.  We are currently seeking additional volunteers to help on the rota.  Marion Stewart 
organizes the crèche and can be contacted on 01224 743407.  Crèche facilities can be provided 
at Skene Church in the event of a baptism.    

http://www.facebook.com/Skene-Parish-Church-608795782601716
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SAFEGUARDING IN SKENE PARISH CHURCH 
The Church’s key safeguarding message is -  if you suspect or witness harm or abuse, or it is 
reported to you, you must immediately report it to your Safeguarding Coordinator or line manager.  

There are 2 Safeguarding Coordinators for Skene Parish Church – Ann Paterson and Kirsteen 
Knight.  Any safeguarding issues or concerns should be reported to one of these people.  

 Contact can be made either through the office at Trinity (01224 742512) or email 
safeguarding.skeneparish@gmail.com 

If serious harm or abuse has happened, or the person is in immediate physical danger, then it 
should be reported directly to the Police. 

 
THY KINGDOM COME 24/7 PRAYER EVENT 
Thank you to all the folks who participated in the 24/7 Prayer Event, especially those who took on 
a lot of extra hours and in the dark hours of night.  We had a fabulous week covering 168 hours of 
continuous prayer.  Everyone found the experience a rich blessing and those who came for the 
first time were overwhelmed by the peace and presence of God they felt in the room; so much so 
that many want to sign up for longer next time around!  

I urge then, first of all, that all requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for 
everyone - for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holiness.                    1TIMOTHY 2:1-3 

Friends, our world needs prayer maybe more than ever and many prayer requests were made 
during the prayer week. Let us have faith and believe in the power of prayer that many will be 
answered.  When God's people unite in this way, they may count upon their prayers affecting the 
unseen world more than they will ever know.  Let faith hold fast. 

Thank you all once again for your support. 

Mary, Lisa and Dawn 

 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 2017 - A TRULY SPARKLING PERFORMANCE 
As this is the Diamond Jubilee year of Christian Aid, we were hoping the area would sparkle – and 
it did!  Even before the week commenced we were delighted to find that Rev Iain Thomson had 
been awarded the honour of officially being declared a Christian Aid Diamond (the only one in this 
part of the north of Scotland).  The sparkle continued as we covered more of the area than we 
have in the past few years - thanks to our band of both loyal and new volunteers. 

 We raised over £9,600 this year and Marion and myself (on behalf of Christian Aid and the 
countless people of all faiths or no faith who are helped worldwide) would like to thank all our 
door-to-door collectors, everybody who put a donation in an envelope, attended the concert or 
completed a quiz sheet – diamonds - each and every one of you. 

 Elaine Percival 
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MESSY CHURCH UPDATE 
It has been another fantastic session for 
Messy Church.  We celebrated Easter and 
Pentecost together, before joining in with the 
social committee for a Midsummer Madness 
Family Meal in June.  We learned more about 
Jesus and what his followers got up to after 
his ascension.  We got to know one another 
better and spent time being still in the 
revamped Prayer Tent.   

Thanks to everyone who has come along and 
to everyone who has helped.  Here are some 
photos from the last few months. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    

      

Messy Church combines singing, craft activities, fun, bible 
stories and food.  Come along, make friends and worship 

God in a relaxed, family friendly way.  We meet at Trinity 
Church, Westhill. 

Sunday 27th August 2017 – 4-6pm 
Sunday 24th September 2017 – 4-6pm 

Sunday 29th October 2017 – 4-6pm 
Sunday 26th November 2017 – 4-6pm 
Sunday 24th December 2017 – 4-6pm 
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JIGSAW UPDATE – As told by the kids on Promotion Sunday 

We started the year by thinking about journeys.  Abram was 
called by God and asked to take a journey.  He didn’t know where 
he was going but he trusted God to show him the way.  We made a 
map showing Abram’s journey. 

Next we looked at the story of Ruth.  She travelled from a 
different country so she could look after her mother-in-law.  We 

made a poster to show what Ruth was like – kind, caring, loving and happy.  Then we looked at 
a journey that the disciples took.  Jesus asked them to travel to different towns to share 
the good news.  We made a poster with our fingerprints to show all the people who heard 
about Jesus. 

Our next topic was thinking about the word WORSHIP. 

For ‘W’ we thought about ‘what is worship’. 

For ‘O’ we thought about ‘others’ and how it is important to spend time with other Christians. 

For ‘R’ we thought about ‘right and wrong’.  We filmed the story of the Good Samaritan with 
puppets. 

For ‘S’ we thought about ‘sharing’ and all the things we could share – our toys, our money, our 
time, our love. 

For ‘H’ we thought about ‘helping’.  We learned how Jesus helped the Roman Officer by 
healing his servant without even going to his house. 

For ‘I’ we thought about how ‘I’ should not come first – we should think of others before 
ourselves. 

For ‘P’ we thought about ‘praise and prayer’. We made playdough prayers and prayer 
aeroplanes. 

Since we came back after Easter we have been learning about ‘what happened next’.  Jesus 
appeared to his disciples and we tried to imagine how they would have felt. 

Forty days later, Jesus went back to Heaven.  We had great fun putting the message ‘Jesus 
loves you’ inside balloons to give to other people and making a craft of Jesus returning to 
Heaven.  

Then on Pentecost we learned how Jesus sent the gift of the Holy Spirit to give courage, 
wisdom and understanding to everyone that wants to follow Jesus.   

We ended the year with a party and saying thank you to our great leaders.  A special thanks 
to Linda Shepherd who is stepping down this year 

  

Jigsaw Restarts: Sunday 27th August 2017 at 10am 
Place: Trinity Church  

Age: 3-10 years 
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Skene Parish Church is an Eco Congregation.  We have been involved in Eco Congregation 
Scotland Initiative since 2007 and in the last ten years have received three awards for the work 
we have done. 

There are now around 400 churches of different denominations involved across Scotland.  To help 
and encourage each other there are several local network groups around the country.   In this 
area we have the Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire Eco Network Group.  Two meetings are held each 
year.  These are hosted by different churches, sometimes in the city and sometimes in the shire.  
They are open to all and are advertised in church.  Over the past few years, we have had a variety 
of guest speakers which included an RSPB talk, a talk about The Guilds Solar Ovens for Bolivia, 
and then another about the link with the Eco Schools Initiative. We have also had meetings where 
we simply chat about what we are doing in each of our churches giving ideas and of course 
coming back with some new exciting things to do.  All topics, of course, have an Eco theme!! 

At our April meeting 2017, we had a talk from Glenn Roberts from NESBReC.  What’s NESBReC 
you might ask?  It stands for North East of Scotland Biological Recording Centre.  I must admit I 
had not heard of it before but what an interesting evening this was. 

NESBReC gathers biodiversity information about nature in Aberdeen City, Aberdeenshire, Moray 
and the Cairngorm Nation Park area.  It then makes this information available to assist with 
planning, conservation, site management and research.  Currently they hold over 1.2 million 
individual species records.  For some species, such as the red squirrel, these records are proving 
invaluable in aiding the conservation effort.  NESBReC works with and supports a range of local 
and national groups and initiatives.  They receive funding from a range of organisations including 
public bodies, local authorities and conservation charities.   

Much of the data held by NESBReC especially species records, are provided by members of the 
public.  Everyone from beginners to experts can make a valuable contribution.  It is really 
important that as many people as possible are involved in recording the wildlife they see, whether 
it is in your back garden, in the local park or when you are out and about for country walks.  What 
a fantastic way to get children involved in ‘seeing’ what is around them. It might be buzzards 
wheeling overhead, birds at your garden feeder, animals in the fields and woods, different bumble 
bees on the garden flowers, wild flowers in a picnic meadow or creatures on the seashore or in 
rock pools. Visit the website www.nesbrec@aberdeenshire.gov.uk and see how you can get 
involved.  It is quite easy to send records in digitally or you can download sheets to fill in manually 
and post them in.  Once you start noticing wildlife around you, it is amazing what you can record!  
Why not start noting down what you see around you?  Once you start, it is incredible what you DO 
see around you. 

 

Sheila Gray 
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Reproduced 
with kind 
permission 
from the 
Evening 
Express,     
26 June 2017 
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In the first week of the school holidays we welcomed over 130 children to 
our annual Westhill Holiday Bible Club.  The team consisted of members of 
Westhill Community Church, Skene Parish Church and other 
congregations.  A great week was had by all – with games, drama, crafts, 
bible stories, singing, silly challenges and water fights.  It culminated in a 
celebration on the Friday evening when lots of parents and grandparents 
came to discover all about being Guardians of Ancora.  Look out later this 
year for dates for next year’s HBC. 
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Thank you to all 
our helpers who 
took part in HBC 

this year.  We 
could not do it 

without you!  And 
thanks to all the 
kids who came 

along and made it 
an amazing week. 
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Mountain Biking 

Off ‘wilderness camping’ 

1st SKENE BOYS’ BRIGADE  

The formal Friday evening meetings ended with our Parents Evenings 
the Anchor Boys Parents Evening and since then both Company and 
Junior Sections have met on an informal basis with the focus on sports 
and outdoor activities.  Some of the junior boys took part in an 
Adventure Weekend at Abernethy Outdoor Centre while Company 
Section boys attended a similarly themed weekend at Scott Lodge at 
Glen Dole in Angus in addition to several mountain bike outings, 

We again had a Hot Dog stand at the Westhill Gala which was going 
great until heavy rain totally disrupted the event.  

For our Annual Camp, we returned to Badaguish Outdoor Centre near Aviemore at the start of 
July with 14 boys for a week of outdoor activities.  Despite a damp start to the week and some 
cool weather the boys completed a full activity programme including mountain biking, hill walking, 
water sports, an overnight ‘wilderness camp’ in the Cairngorms and a visit to the Landmark Centre 
at Carrbridge.   
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More photographs of camp and indeed many of our activities can be viewed on our Facebook 
page and www.1stskenebb.co.uk.  Both always carry information and photographs of our activities 
and are updated on a regular basis.  Please feel free to visit it at any time.   

Looking ahead, our Enrolment Evening for the 2017/18 session starts at 7pm on Friday 25th 
August at Trinity Church.  The following Friday the Anchor Boys meet in Trinity Church Hall and 
the other sections in Westhill Academy.   

The Boys’ Brigade caters for a wide variety of age-ranges and in 1st Skene Company, we 
participate in a wide range of activities throughout the year.  Specific information can always be 
obtained from any of the sections leaders as below.  

We have no ‘Waiting Lists’ and new boys will always be made most welcome on any Friday 
evening.  

 

Section Age-range Meeting Point of Contact 

Anchor Boys Primary 1 - 3 Friday 6.30 - 8 pm 
Trinity Church Hall 

Ann Hudson 
740080 

Junior Section Primary 4 - 6 Friday 6.45 - 8.30 pm 
Westhill Academy 

Neil MacBeath 
01330 860226 

Company Section Primary 7 upwards Friday 7.00-10 pm 
Westhill Academy 

Donald Struthers 
742262 

 

Donald Struthers, Company Captain. 
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TRINITY CHURCH GARDEN 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Have you noticed the great display of summer bedding plants, baskets and planters at Trinity?  By 
the time you are reading this edition of The Chronicle, the plants should be in tip top condition.  All 
we need now is the right amount of sunshine with a sprinkling of rain and lots of TLC! 

On Sunday 11 June, a team of nine church members and our gardener, Ian Sutherland, planted 
out a huge number of bedding plants.  Begonias of all shades, lobelia, petunias, marigolds, 
argyanthemum, geraniums and more were laid out and planted in all the borders round the grassy 
areas.  Hanging baskets in delicious shade of pinks and purples were hung at the front of the 
church with matching planters.  At the back, everything is in shades of yellow, purple and peach 
and white.   

Of course, lots of preparation work had to be 
done before the planting and we thank Ian for 
doing this.  Loads of leaf mould was added to 
the borders this year.  This was purchased from 
the local Scouts as part of their fundraising 
activities. 

As we move to the warmer days of the summer, 
a different team steps into action with the 
watering and feeding.  Each volunteer takes on 
one week to look after the planters and baskets 

and give the plants the care and attention that they need. 

Why not check out the garden next time you are walking by or passing on the bus?  We hope you 
enjoy the display. 

If you would be interested in helping with summer planting, autumn clearing or watering over the 
summer months, please get in touch with Sheila Gray (01224 744951) or speak to Fiona in the 
Church Office. 

 

www.skeneparish.com 

Skene Parish Church SC009462 
This issue is printed by Johnston Reid 

http://www.skeneparish.com/
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SKENE COMMITTEE OF MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT  
The annual house-to-house collection, which took place from 17-23rd April, raised £3,239. 

The annual Macmillan walk held on Sunday ,28th May at Kirkton of Skene raised £819. 

On Saturday 10th June, the committee hosted a “Fizzy Fly Cup”, prosecco afternoon high tea in 
the Dunecht Hall. This was a new event which proved very popular, raising £1,456.  

Many thanks to everyone who helped with and contributed to these events. 

Dates for your diary:- 

Friday, 8th September, in the Blue Lamp, Aberdeen - “Musicians for Macmillan”. Local 
blues/covers band “Fullfat” host a charity gig in aid of Macmillan. Daniel Mutch and the band 
“Black Tiles” will also be taking part. Tickets are £7/person, £5/student and will be available at the 
door on the night. 

Saturday 16th September – “Panda Ayes”, in the Milne Hall, Kirkton of Skene. This local folk 
band who have played in the past for Macmillan, return with some new material and a slightly 
different line up, featuring vocals, keyboard/ saxophone/tin whistle player, guitarists and drummer.  
Bring your own refreshments and nibbles. Ticket s are £10/person, available from Kath on 01330 
860226 

Saturday, 30th September – Coffee Morning in the Lyne of Skene Hall, 10-12 noon. Entry is by 
donation. Teas, coffee, home bakes served. There are the usual stalls and raffles. All are 
welcome. This event is part of the national “Biggest Coffee Morning in the World” event. If you 
would like to host a similar coffee morning in your home or workplace, please get in touch with 
Kath on 01330 860226, or any committee member.  Money raised from a coffee morning can be 
passed to your local committee. We can ensure that it is kept in the local area for the benefit of 
local patients and their families. We can provide a receipt to display, if required.  

Please follow Macmillan on our Facebook page, searching for Skene Fund Raising Committee – 
Macmillan Cancer Support. 

Thank you to all who support our fund-raising events and to those who give donations individually. 
Any money raised is for the benefit of local patients and their families. If you have a little time to 
spare- why not join in our fund-raising activities? 

Kath MacBeath 

 
SKENE SINGERS 
If you enjoy singing and have an hour to spare on a Tuesday evening, why not come along to 
Trinity Church and join our friendly group.  We will re-commence on Tuesday 5th September 2017 
at 7.30 p.m. in the Back Hall of the Church.  No scary audition - come and enjoy the singing and 
some fun. 

More information available from Christine Thomson Tel. 01224 746743. 
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CROSSREACH 
After 25 years with CrossReach Peter Bailey retired as Chief Executive at the end of May. He has 
written a very interesting reflective article in CrossReach News about his time with the 
organisation.  

Balmedie House, near Aberdeen, has taken delivery of a new mini-bus. Service Manager Ann 
Reid says that the home's residents will now be able to enjoy day trips out and about. 

The "Story Hoosie" yurt opened in March in the garden of The Bungalow, Stonehaven. This 
provides another sensory environment for the service users with Profound and Multiple Learning 
Difficulties. Read more about this facility on page 3 of the News. 

Congratulations to Helen Richmond on being runner-up in the CrossReach Christmas card 
competition. 

If you would like to receive a Prayer Diary please let me know. This and the CrossReach News 
are free and are issued three times a year. Copies are always available in both churches. 

Susan Anderson Tel: 01224 743503 

 
ACTION GROUP 
The Wednesday afternoon Services go from strength to strength with between 40 to 50 people 
attending plus helpers. There will be no afternoon services over the summer but we restart on 
Wednesday the 6th September.  If you require transport on the mini bus, then please contact me 
on 01224 741672. 

A Date for Your Diary 

Our annual fundraising coffee morning will be held on Saturday 23rd September in Trinity Church. 
Tickets will go on sale nearer the event and we hope to see many of you there. 

Morag Hendry [Action Group Coordinator]  

 
SKENE PARISH CHURCH GUILD 
Our Guild session ended with a successful Fayre which raised over £900 – a big thank-you to all 
who contributed and helped on the day.  On 5th June we descended upon Raemoir Garden Centre 
for Afternoon Tea which was greatly enjoyed. 

We restart after the summer break with the Guild Dedication service on 8th October and our first 
meeting will be on 9th October when we will be entertained by Yvonne Morton.   

A varied programme has been organized for the coming season with some meetings being 
informative and others entertaining.  We hope to welcome back all existing members and 
hopefully some new faces on 9th October at 7.30 p.m.   

Have a great summer. 

Margaret Smith 
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SOCIAL COMMITTEE 
On the 25th June we joined forces with the Messy Church Team for our Midsummer Madness Fun 
Day.  After the usual Messy Church activities, the families moved outside for some fun and games 
which seemed to be enjoyed by all until rain stopped play and everyone then sat down to a lovely 
meal together. 

We are now looking forward to our annual performance from the Aberdeen International Youth 
Festival participants which is on the 1st August. 

Our next event will be to celebrate St Andrews Day and details will follow soon. 

Liz Norris 

MUSICAL EVENING 
WAYNE ROBERTSON and CLAIRE TELFORD will be returning to give us another wonderful 
evening of music on Friday 1st September 2017 in Skene Parish Church, Kirkton of Skene at 
7.30pm 

This is an evening not to be missed.  They are very popular, so please book your tickets early as 
Claire and Wayne are much in demand! 

Tickets priced £10 are on sale now from Trinity Church office (01224 742512) or from Margaret 
Mearns (01224 740176) 

Margaret Mearns 

 

WESTHILL VISUALLY IMPAIRED PERSONS GROUP 
The Westhill Visually Impaired Persons Group meet in the Westhill Library meeting room on the 
second Wednesday of each month from 1pm to 2.30pm. 

For more details please contact Doreen Moran 01467 643773.  New Members will be made very 
welcome. 

Any problems please contact helenpitblado246@btinternet.com 

 
THE CHRONICLE 

Material for the next edition of the magazine must be in by 2nd October 2017.   

All material should be sent to Barbara Emmerson by e-mail at barbaraemmerson@hotmail.com or 
handed in to the Church Secretary at Trinity Church Office endorsed ‘Church Magazine’ 

Deadline for submission of material Ready for uplifting by distributors 

Monday 2nd October 2017 Friday 27th October 2017 

Monday 8th January 2018 Friday 26th January 2018 

mailto:barbaraemmerson@hotmail.com
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KIDS’ PAGE 
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M i l n e  H a l l  
K i r k t o n  o f  S k e n e  

 
We are awaiting on a decision on the Planning Application we have submitted to make a further 
meeting / multifunction room and the extension and upgrading of the kitchen. 

 

Future Events:  See Facebook Page for further details.  

 

Past Events: The recent Variety Concert was a huge success. Many thanks to all who performed 
and to the audience for coming along. This is something we hope to repeat in the future. 

 

Regular activities: 

� Jazzercise, 7.15-8.15pm every Thursday. 

� Skene Pre-School Playgroup Mon - Fri mornings during term time. 

� Skene Women's Rural Institute – 1st Wednesday of each month. Phone Mary Gray - 
01224 743285  

� Westhill Sooyang Do martial art group hold classes for children and adults on Monday 
evenings.  Phone Chief Instructor Dave Bremner: 07970188825. 

� Indoor bowling every Tuesday evening during the winter months 

� Skene Youth Club for Primary 1 - 7, Thursday evenings 6 - 7pm during term time. 

Our hall can be booked for children's parties, funeral teas etc. 

 

For booking enquiries phone Mary Gray on 01224 743285.  Milne Hall Management Committee is 
registered as a charity (SC045034).  Help wanted.  If you feel you could contribute in any way in 
looking after and improving the hall, you will be made most welcome.  Please contact 01224 
742804. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Apart from the Church Services each week and the regular meetings of Church organisations, the 
programme for the next few months is: 
 

AUGUST    

Tues 1 AIYF performance (p.29) Trinity  

Sun 6 Joint summer service Skene Church 11.15am 

Sun 13 Joint summer service Skene Church 11.15am 

Fri 25 Boys’ Brigade enrolment evening (p.25) Trinity 7.00pm 

Sun 27 Jigsaw restarts (p.18) Trinity 10.00am 

Sun 27 Messy Church (p.17) Trinity 4.00pm 

Wed 30 Wednesday Teas restart (p.20) Trinity 2.00pm 

SEPTEMBER    

Fri 1 Musical Evening (p.29) Skene Church 7.30pm 

Sun 3 Holy Communion (p.10) Trinity 10am/7pm 

Sun 3 Café Worship (p.9) Trinity 7.00pm 

Wed 6 Prayer and Pudding (p.10) Trinity 7.30pm 

Fri 8 Musicians for Macmillan (p.27) Blue Lamp  

Sun 10 Holy Communion (p.10) Skene Church 11.15am 

Sat 16 Macmillan folk night - Panda Ayes (p.27) Milne Hall  

Sat 23 Action Group coffee morning (p.28) Trinity  

Sun 24 Messy Church (p.17) Trinity 4.00pm 

Sat 30 Macmillan coffee morning (p.27) Lyne of Skene 10.00am 

OCTOBER    

Sun 1 Café Worship (p.9) Trinity 7.00pm 

Mon 2 Last date for “Chronicle” submissions (p.29)  

Wed 4 Afternoon Tea Communion Service (p.10) Trinity 2.00pm 

Wed 4 Prayer and Pudding (p.10) Trinity 7.30pm 

Sun 8 Guild Dedication Service (p.28)   

Mon 9 Guild – Yvonne Morton (p.28) Trinity 7.30pm 

Sun 29 Messy Church (p.17) Trinity 4.00pm 

 


	WEDDINGS

