
Skene Parish Church - Service Sheet  
Easter Week - Monday 5th April (Wk. 55) 

Happy Easter to you and your family! 
Christ is Risen. 

He is Risen Indeed. 
 
This week sees us celebrating Easter once more 
and rejoicing in the good news of Jesus’ 
resurrection.  Look out for decorated crosses 
outside both church buildings.  A sign of our hope 
and our faith.  A big thank you goes to everyone 
who helped with our Holy Week and Easter 
services.  It is much appreciated!! 

 
Rev Stella will be on leave until Friday 16th April.  If you have any pastoral concerns during this 
time, please contact our Associate Minister, Rev Ibidun Daramola, on 07395006113.  The Church 
Office opening hours are Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9-12pm.  Please call during these hours if 
you want to book a space at a service of worship or speak to Eva Will about a church matter. 
 
Opening Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed 
be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory, forever … Amen. 

 
Call to Worship – Thom Shuman  
“Lent calls us to journey with God. Let us 
worship God, who walks with us, this and 
every day.” 

Why not take time now to listen to the 
hymn listed for today or take out your 
hymnbook and read/sing the words?  The 
music is available on our church website.   

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
392 When I survey 
the wondrous cross 

555     Amazing 
Grace 

419 Thine 
be the Glory 

410 Jesus Christ 
is risen to-day 

559 There is a 
redeemer 

Other music suggestions: 

All I have is Christ - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V0vfz5lr37g (Christ our only salvation) 

Resurrecting - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rf8Zzn4nOzc (Resurrection) 

God’s Word 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
Mark 15:16-39 Mark 15:40-47 Mark 16:1-8 Mark 16:9-14 Mark 16:15-20 

Giving during this season 
Due to the Covid-19 restrictions, we are unable to 
gather physically on a Sunday morning. We are 

thankful for all those who give on regular basis to 
the church.  It is only through the generosity of our 

members that we are able to serve God. 
With our in-person midweek services 

recommencing, you can drop off your FWO 
envelopes or a donation at either buildings before 

the services.   
1) Convert your FWO offering to a standing 

order.  There is a button on our website which 
will enable you to do just that. 

2) Continue to fill your FWO envelopes and 
we'll receive them once the restrictions are 

eased or post them to us.  Or send us a 
cheque payable to Skene Parish Church. 

3) Text Donations - for a one-off donation text 
the word SKENE followed by the amount you 
want to give to 70085.  E.g. SKENE20 to give 

£20, which is the maximum. 



Reflection by Rev Stella 
There is a bit of controversy over which is the most accepted ending to Mark’s gospel.  The 
earliest manuscripts and some other ancient witnesses do not have verses 9 to 20 but end instead 
at verse 8.  It seems possible that a later author decided verse 8 was a bit of an anti-climax and 
filled in the blanks of what happened once after that early morning encounter at the empty tomb of 
Jesus.   

But let’s stop for a moment with the women in verse 8.  “Trembling and bewildered, the women 
went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid.” 

We like to celebrate Easter with great joy and triumph.  We love to ‘gee it laldy’ when we’re singing 
Thine be the Glory or In Christ Alone.  The resurrection of Jesus is the culmination of our faith – 
where our hope comes from.  However, we have the benefit of hindsight.  We look back at the 
many appearances of Jesus post the resurrection and we learn from the faith passed down to us 
from the very first disciples. 

In that first instance, the women had not connected what was happening at the tomb with the 
promise that Jesus had made before he died.  They didn’t fully understand what was going on, 
except Jesus wasn’t where they thought he would be.  And their natural reaction was 
bewilderment and fear.  Something impossible was going on and it was too much for them to 
comprehend.  But, in time, these same women found the courage to go and talk to the others - to 
share their experience.  In time, these same women would be found in the upstairs room waiting 
for the Holy Spirit to come.  Bewilderment and fear gave way to rejoicing and boldness.   

For many of us, we might feel a bit bewildered about the easing of restrictions.  We should be 
really excited, but we might also feel anxious.  For some of us, we’ve not stepped outside our own 
homes for a long time.  For others, we are afraid of returning to a pace of life that is unsustainable 
or unhealthy.  And in truth, we still don’t know what the coming months hold in store for us. 

But we do know the promise of Jesus to always be with us.  He is not dead in a tomb, he is alive.  
And his resurrection means that every promise he makes comes with a cast iron guarantee.   
As we step out, as we move forward, as we embrace life beginning to return to some kind of 
normal, may any sense of bewilderment or fear give way to strength, courage and joy.   

Prayer 
Father God, we give thanks once more for the good news of the gospel.  We give thanks that our 
sins are forgiven through Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross.  We give thanks that out of the darkness of 
Good Friday you bring the joy, light and life of the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  We sing 
Alleluia.  Christ is risen, he is risen indeed. 

Father God, we stand on the edge of more change in our lives.  We are so thankful for the 
amazing work of the vaccination programme, which allows us to enjoy more freedoms.  Where we 
are anxious or afraid Lord God, come alongside us and reassure us of your presence and your 
strength.  Help us to share our concerns with others and seek the support we need.  Bring us to a 
spacious place Lord in our hearts and in our daily lives – where we can know your goodness and 
the wonder of your creation once more. 

We remember in our prayers all those who are still trapped under the shadow of Covid, or other 
illnesses, or death.  Bring healing and comfort Lord God and remind us all of the hope we have in 
Jesus – even in the worst of circumstances.  All this we pray in His name, Amen. 

Benediction  
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and  
peace in believing, so that by the power of the  
Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” Romans 15:13 
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